Thai  cremations  offer  witness  opportunity 


Recently,  Bob  and  I  were  invit¬ 
ed  to  the  cremation  of  the  wife  of 
a  former  governor  of  Chache- 
ungsao  Province,  Thailand.  Upon 
the  death  of  a  Thai  Buddhist,  the 
first  ceremony  is  the  bathing  rite. 
This  is  a  ceremony  in  which  the 
relatives  and  dose  friends  of  the 
deceased  are  involved  in  a  merit¬ 
making  and  purification  rite. 

A  coin  or  small  piece  of  jewelry 
is  put  in  the  mouth  of  the 
deceased.  This  is  to  prove  a  per¬ 
son  of  wealth  cannot  take  even  a 
simple  coin  with  him  when  death 
comes. 

The  body  is  wrapped  in  white 
cloth  and  laid  in  a  coffin.  A  piece 
of  white  yam  is  extended  from  the 
body  wrapping  to  the  outside  of 
the  coffin  before  the  coffin  is 
sealed.  (This  is  to  give  the  deceased 
contact  with  the  monks  while  they 
are  chanting.)  The  coffin  is  sur¬ 
rounded  with  floral  arrangements, 
candles  and  incense,  and  a  photo¬ 
graph  of  the  deceased  is  placed  at 
the  end  of  the  coffin.  The  public 
ceremonies  then  begin. 

A  ceremony  is  held  each 
evening  for  seven  consecutive 
days.  Buddhist  monks  are  invited 
to  chant  various  stanzas. 

There  are  NO  cremations  on 
Friday.  Friday,  in  the  Thai  lan¬ 
guage,  is  WANSUK.  WAN 
means  day  and  SUK  means  happi¬ 
ness.  No  cremations  on  that  day! 
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house  back  in  order  after  the  Thai  Christian  Funerals  through  his  Son,  and  who  has 

coffin  has  been  removed;  black  a  Thai  Christian  funeral  is  one  prepared  a  place  for  us  after 

and  white  cloth  must  be  distnbut-  Gf  the  few  times  that  non-Chris-  death.  We  try  to  communicate 
ed  to  all  the  servants  to  be  worn  at  tian  family  members  and  friends  our  assurance  of  security  in 
the  cremation;  food  and  drink  pro-  0f  the  deceased  (or  family)  will  God’s  care  even  after  we  die. 
vided  for  all  those  who  lend  a  come  to  church.  They  have  no  Between  Christian  funerals  and 
hand.  At  the  foot  of  the  steps  of  relationship  to  the  church  and  Christian  weddings,  which  are 
the  crematorium,  someone  must  know  very  little  (if  anything)  also  a  time  of  evangelism  in 
be  stationed  to  distribute  candles  about  Christianity.  This  is  a  good  Thailand,  a  lot  of  the  people  liv- 
and  joss-sticks  to  those  who  have  opportunity  to  share  with  them  the  ing  in  Chacheungsao  have  heard 
not  brought  their  own.  Christian  faith  and  hope.  They  can  the  gospel  preached.  From 

It  is  believed  that  cremating  puts  make  a  comparison  between  the  Chacheungsao  Baptist  Church  we 
an  end  to  all  the  worries  and  cares  Christian  and  non-Christian  funer-  have  buried  1 9  members  of  the 
of  the  family  who  otherwise  has  als.  congregation.  Bob  has  also  per- 

to  spend  a  great  deal  of  time  and  Thai  Christian  funerals  are  usu-  formed  15  weddings  locally, 
money  on  the  care  of  the  remains.  ally  held  three  to  five  nights.  As  God’s  Word  is  shared,  we 
One  of  die  basic  teachings  of  These  services  are  evangelistic,  realize  we  are  up  against  Thai 
Buddhism  is  that  all  existence  is  The  missionaries  and  Thai  pastors  tradition.  There  is  no  merit-mak- 
suffering  —  in  birth,  daily  life,  have  the  opportunity  to  explain  ing  in  a  Christian  funeral.  Jesus 
old  age,  and  death.  This  belief  about  the  death  of  a  Christian  and  IS  our  merit.  He  is  all  that  we 
only  gives  people  suffering  to  our  hope  as  Christians  in  the  face  need. 

look  forward  to  in  what  they  0f,  and  after,  death.  Our  hope  is  Stewart  and  her  husband  Bob 
believe  to  be  their  next  existence,  based  on  the  God  who  created  us,  are  Southern  Baptist  missionar- 
Thus  the  entertainment  at  crema-  who  in  love  offered  us  redemption '  ies  in  Chacheungsao,  Thailand. 


A  crematorium  at  a  Buddhist  temple 
in  Thailand.  (Photos  by  Maxine  Stew¬ 
art) 


But' when  there  is  a  cremation, 
what  to  wear!  Black  and  white  are 
the  most  acceptable. 


The  deceased  lying  in  state  at  WAT  Jang  (temple)  In  Banglda,  Thailand.  Note 
the  photo  of  the  deceased  at  the  end  of  the  coffin,  left.  Note  also  the  colored 
(Christmas)  lights  strung  over  the  coffin. 


i  at  a  cremation  at  WAT  Jang  (temple)  In  Bangk- 
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The  caution  flag  is  flying 


:Guy  Henderson 


The  writer  is  neither  a  seer  or  a  SBC  meetings.  to  change, 

dresser  of  sycamore  trees,  howev-  (4)  The  Golden  Parachute  theory  (8)  Is  there  a  growing  attempt  to 
er  there  are  clouds  on  the  horizon  is  coming  under  fire.  Excessive  downgrade  the  Woman’s  Mission- 
which  indicate  aboding  storms  for  retirement  packages  for  well-paid  ary  Union  or  to  get  the  WMU  to 
our  churches  and  Convention,  executives  is  hardly  compatible  become  an  agency  rather  than  aux- 
Committees  will  meet,  resolutions  with  the  servant  philosophy.  diary  of  toe  SBC?  Apparently  this 

will  be  passed,  and  tears  shed  over  (5)  Growing  attempts  by  various  is  do  widespread  movement  yet, 
the  issue  we  face.  boards,  trustees,  and  committees  but  efforts  are  being  voiced. 

(1)  There  is  the  anti-religion  to  dabble  into  the  day  by  day  (9)  The  rash  is  on  by  fellowships 
kick.  The  flaws  6f  TV  ministries  administration  of  the  agencies  they  and  other  entities  to  assist  high- 
open  to  the  public,  provided  represent  are  causing  grave  con-  profile  individuals  and  institutions 
enough  ammunition  to  bash  all  cem.  which  have  been  defunded, 

religions.  The  encroachment  of  (6)  The  manner  of  nomination  altered,  or  cancelled  by  Conven- 
the  federal  government,  including  and  election  of  selected  individu-  tion  action.  This  rush  has  the  pos- 
the  IRS,  will  concern  us  for  als  based  on  the  person  who  nom-  sibility  of  increased  proliferation 
decades  to  come.  Courageous  mates  rather  than  on  the  qualifies-  with  costly  and  divisive  results, 
men  of  integrity  will  be  needed  in  tions  of  the  nominees  is  disturbing.  (10)  The  art  of  keeping  mis- 

Washington.  (7)  Sexuality  issues  we  will  face  sionaries,  administrators,  and 

(2)  Another  red  flag  is  the  num-  in  our  churches  and  institutions  seminary  faculty  members  in  fiet- 
ber  of  committees  going  into  are  a  major  concern.  M.  B.  Fletch-  fill  uncertainty  is  being  shaped  as  a 
“executive  session”  from  which  er  of  Carson-Newman  College  weapon  of  discipline.  It  has  sel- 
visitors  and  the  press  are  exdud-  declares  that  “teenage  sex  has  dom  been  effective,  however,  and 
ed.  There  are  times  in  discussing  reached  epidemic  proportions”  will  eventually  weaken  the  entire 
personnel  matters  when  this  must  and  “the  church  must  take  a  more  Convention  structure, 
be  done  and  we  understand  this,  active  rote.”  Add  AIDS  and  homo-  These  issues  and  more  will 
However,  more  and  more  Baptist  sexuality  to  this  and  you  have  a  hound  us  in  the  nineties.  Would 
work  is  being  done  behind  closed  typhoon  brewing.  Meanwhile,  we  could  come  together,  prayer- 
doors.  “Tell  the  truth  and  trust  the  two  North  Carolina  churches  main-  fully  consider  them,  searching  for 
people”  could  well  be  our  best  tain  they  are  facing  homosexual  the  mind  of  Christ,  and  continue 
guide.  issues  that  other  churches  will  the  work  of  the  kingdom?  “There- 

(3)  There  is  concern  over  the  have  to  face  soon.  Thankfully,  fore  let  us  pursue  the  things  which 
various  “watchdog”  committees  to  Southern  Baptists  have  spoken  make  for  peace  and  the  things  by 
watch  over  us  and  provide  various  loud  and  clear  on  the  homosexual  which  one  may  edify  another” 
rules,  regulations,  and  red  tape  for  issue  and  this  stance  is  not  likely  (Rom.  14:19). 
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Woman’s  Missionary  Union 
115th  annual  meeting 

March  16-17,  1992  —  First  Church,  Clinton 

Theme:  Called  and  Accountable 

MONDAY  AFTERNOON :  “From  Sea  To  Shining  Sea” 
1:15-2:00  Tburs  of  Disaster  Relief  Van 
1:30  Presession  Music 

2:00  Sing  Praise  Unto  Our  God  Led  by  Russell  and  Melinda  Kyzar 

and  Mary  Simmons 

Call  to  Order  Joan  Tyler 

Welcome  and  Prayer  Bill  Baker 

BIBLE  STUDY  Carolyn  Miller 

CALLED  —  to  Home  Missions 

Panel  —  Richard  Brogan;  Cherry  Blackwell;  J.  C.  Prather; 
Dottie  Williamson;  and  Eddie  Jones. 

Moderated  by  Betty  Dobbs 

ACCOUNTABLE  —  in  Home  Missions  Jane  Barnes 

Prayer  Charlotte  Causey 

4:30-6:00  Supper  served  from  Disaster  Van  (reservations  required) 
MONDAY  EVENING:  “Missions  In  The  Magnolia  State” 
6:30  Presession  Music 
.7:00  SING  PRAISE  UNTO  OUR  GOD 

Prayer  Vicki  McCall 

BIBLE  STUDY  Carolyn  Miller 

CALLED  —  to  State  Missions 

Panel:  Louis  Lamar;  W.  R.  Storie;  Wendy  Hatcher; 
and  Charles  Jones.  Moderated  by  Betty  Dobbs 
Offertory  Hymn 

Offertory  Prayer  Frances  Downs 

ACCOUNTABLE  ...  to  Serve  Where  We  Are .  Joyce  Mitchell 
Prayer  Kay  Hodge 

Reception  following 

TUESDAY  MORNING:  “A  Family  Affair” 

9:00  Presession  Music 

9:30  Sing  Praise  Unto  Our  God 

Prayer  Betty  Barber 

BIBLE  STUDY  Carolyn  Miller 

Recognition  of  Parents  of  Missionaries  Betty  Dobbs 

Business  Session 
Offertory  Hymn 

Offertory  Prayer  Leta  Carter 

CALLED  —  to  Family  Missions 

Panel:  Myrtis  Owens;  Keith  and  Penny  Stamps; 

Russell  and  Melinda  Kyzar. 

Moderated  by  Ashley  McCaleb 

ACCOUNTABLE  ...  in  Family  Missions  Lois  Henderson 

Prayer  Mary  Lee  Askew 

TUESDAY  AFTERNOON:  “Into  All  The  World” 

1:00  Presession  Music 

1:30  Sing  Praise  Unto  Our  God 

Prayer  Marty  Turner 

BIBLE  STUDY  Carolyn  Miller 

CALLED  —  to  Foreign  Missions 

Panel:  Laura  Dunaway;  Betty  Merritt;  Mark  and  Cecile 
Alexander;  Rowland  Hall.  Moderated  by  Jan  Cossitt 
ACCOUNTABLE  —  to  Foreign  Missions  Dewey  Merritt 

WHERE  WE  ARE  IN  MISSISSIPPI  WMU  Marjean  Patterson 
CALLED  AND  ACCOUNTABLE  .  . . 

to  Go  Forward  Myrtice  Owens 

Prayer  Syble  Myers 

Williams  accepts  Texas  post 


The  Second  Front  Page 


Sunday  School  Department  Consul¬ 
tant  Keith  Williams  has  accepted  a 
call  to  become  Median/Senior  Adult 
Consultant  for  the 
Sunday  School/ 
Discipleship  Train¬ 
ing  Division  of  the 
Baptist  General 
Convention  of 
Texas.  He  will 
begin  his  work 
there  April  1. 

In  accepting 
Williams’  resigna- 

«■—  Depart 

ment  Director  Keith  Wilkinson  ex¬ 
pressed  Mississippi’s  loss  of  “the  ser¬ 
vices  of  a  valuable  consultant.  Keith 
Williams  has  been  an  effective  com¬ 
municator  of  Adult  Sunday  School. 
Keith  has  unique  people  skills  and  has 
been  an  effective  conference  leader 
both  in  Mississippi  and  in  various  na¬ 
tional  training  events.  We  will  miss  his 
services.  However,  we  wish  him  well 
in  this  new  challenge  and  opportunity.” 

Williams  came  to  the  Sunday 
School  Department  in  December  1963 
from  Jackson,  Itenn.  where  he  serv¬ 


ed  as  minister  of  education.  A  native 
of  DuQuoin,  Ill.,  he  and  his  wife  Carol 
have  one  daughter  Allison  who  is 
completing  the  sixth  grade.  Carol 
teaches  kindergarten  at  First  Church, 
Clinton,  where  the  Williamses  are 
members. 

Williams,  a  graduate  of  Union 
University  and  Southwestern 
Seminary,  has  served  churches  in 
Texas,  Tennessee,  and  Mississippi.  He 
has  served  as  interim  minister  of 
education  at  Ridgecrest,  Madison: 
Park  Place,  Brandon;  Daniel 
Memorial,  Jackson;  Liberty, 
Flowood;  FBC,  Brandon;  Woodville 
Heights,  Jackson;  and  Bowmar 
Avenue,  Vicksburg.  Williams  also 
recently  served  as  guest  lecturer  in 
adult  education, at  Golden  Gate 
Seminary,  Mill  Valley,  Calif.  “I’m 
thankful  that  Mississippi  Baptists 
have  given  me  these  eight  years  of 
growth  and  ministry,”  said  Williams. 

Williams  will  complete  his 
Mississippi  service  by  coordinating 
three  area  Better  Bible  Teaching  Con¬ 
ferences:  March  6-7,  FBC,  Oxford; 
March  20-21,  FBC,  Jackson;  March 
27-28,  FBC,  Gulfport. 
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Committee  scrutinizes  WMU 
relationship  to  convention 
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NASHVILLE  (ABP)  -  The 
104-year-old  relationship  between  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  its 
auxiliary,  the  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union,  has  come  under  scrutiny  of  the 
SBC  Executive  Committee. 

The  Executive  Committee,  meeting 
Feb.  17-19  in  Nashville,  considered  a 
motion  to  invite  the  WMU  to  become 
an  agency  of  the  convention. 

The  WMU  —  unlike  SBC  boards,  in¬ 
stitutions,  and  commissions,  which 
are  overseen  by  trustees  elected  by 
the  convention  —  has  been  self- 
governing  since  its  organization  in 
1888  as  a  women’s  auxiliary  to  pro¬ 
mote  missions  in  Southern  Baptist 
churches.  WMU  receives  no  funds 
through  the  Cooperative  Program,  the 
convention’s  unified  budget  and 
primary  means  of  support  for  SBC 
agencies.  The  motion,  made  during 
the  meeting’s  closing  session  by  Gib- 
bie  McMillan,  a  pastor  from  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  was  referred  to  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee’s  administrative 
subcommittee. 


By  Bob  Allen  &  Robert  Dilday 

It  evolved  from  suspicion  express¬ 
ed  by  Executive  Committee  members 
that  WMU  is  posturing  itself  to  extend 
its  allegiance  beyond  the  SBC  to  in¬ 
clude  the  Cooperative  Baptist 
Fellowship.  The  Fellowship  is  an 
alliance  of  moderate-conservative 
Southern  Baptists  that  promotes 
budget  options  for  churches  waning  in 
their  enthusiasm  for  traditional  chan¬ 
nels  of  support,  now  administered  by 
fundamental-conservatives. 

WMU  representatives  disputed  the 
perception.  Whatever  affinity  in¬ 
dividual  members  of  their  executive 
board  might  express  for  the 
Fellowship,  the  WMU  as  an  organiza¬ 
tion  has  endorsed  only  SBC  missions 
efforts,  they  contended. 

The  occasion  for  the  sharp  ex¬ 
change  was  discussion  of  a  revised 
WMU  program  statement  submitted 
for  Executive  Committee  approval. 
Program  statements  define  and  limit 
the  assignments  of  various  agencies 
of  the  SBC.  Though  not  required  to  do 


so,  WMU  has  sought  SBC  adoption  of 
program  statements  since  the  1960s, 
both  as  a  courtesy  and  to  ensure 
WMU’s  style  is  consistent  with  similar 
documents  for  other  denominational 
entities. 

The  document,  last  revised  in  1967, 
underwent  substantial  changes  in  for¬ 
mat  and  language.  It  sailed  through 
workgroup  and  subcommittee  discus¬ 
sions  before  being  withdrawn  from  a 
series  of  administrative  subcommit¬ 
tee  proposals  during  a  plenary 
session. 

The  subcommittee  huddled  for  a 
called  session  to  reconsider  the  docu¬ 
ment.  Committee  members  pointed 
out  a  specific  reference  to  promoting 
missions  in  “churches  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention”  in  the  1967  docu¬ 
ment’s  purpose  statement  was  miss¬ 
ing  in  the  new  statement’s  more 
general  language,  “to  assist  churches 
in  developing  and  implementing  a 
comprehensive  strategy  of  missions 
in  order  that  a  church  can  fulfill  its 
(See  WMU  on  page  8) 


Board  approves  Price  for  Garaywa  post 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
approved  hiring  of  Helen  Price  as  part 
time  summer  GA 


camp  program 
director  at  Camp 
Garaywa  and 
voted  a  final  draft 
of  a  sick  leave 
policy. 

Price,  a  part 
time  school  coun¬ 
selor  for  North 
Pike  Public 
Schools  in  Sum- 
Prlce  mit,  will  plan  GA 

camp  programs  and  supervise  the 
summer  staff.  She  will  be  paid  from 
State  Mission  Offering  funds. 

A  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi,  Mrs.  Price 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

supervised  caseloads  for  the 
Southwest  Mississippi  Child  Proi  •- 
tion,  Inc.,  Summit,  Jan.-Oct.  1991. 
Earlier  she  was  director  and  a 
counselor  at  the  Christian  Counseling 
Center  in  McComb,  a  therapist  at 
Southwest  Mississippi  Mental  Health, 
McComb;  and  was  from  1985-89 
minister  of  youth  and  activities  at 
Shady  Grove  Church,  Bogue  Chitto. 

The  former  Helen  Hoggatt,  she  is 
married  to  Jackie  Price  They  have 
two  children. 

In  other  business  the  committee  ap¬ 
proved  spending  up  to  $5,000  for 
preliminary  planning  for  a  retirement 
community  in  cooperation  with  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center. 
And  they  authorized  a  gift  of  $2,000  to 
New  Orleans  Seminary  for  help  with 
training  or  ministerial  students  at 


Clarke  College. 

And  the  committee  approved 
several  replacements  of  I'nard 
members.  Albert  H.  McMullen  of 
Stonewall  replaces  Rex  Yancey  for 
Clarke  Association;  Jack  Wilkes  of 
Tunica  replaces  Dennis  Trull  for 
North  Delta  Association;  George 
Berger  of  Pascagoula  replaces  W.  W. 
Walley  as  an  at-large  member; 
Eugene  Tennyson  of  Booneville 
replaces  Charles  McAnally;  and 
Jerry  Lundy  of  Louisville  replaces 
Kent  Cochran  for  Winston 
Association. 

The  committee  approved  the  spen¬ 
ding  of  up  to  $16,000  to  buy  a  used  van 
for  the  board  and  approved  up  to 
$6,934  to  replace  the  roof  of  the  Camp 
Center  Building  at  Central  Hills 
Baptist  Retreat. 


White  House  pulls  support  of  church  reports 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  The  White 
House  has  withdrawn  support  for  a 
proposal  requiring  churches  to  file 
reports  with  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service  on  contributors  giving  more 
than  $500  annually,  Vice  President 
Dan  Quayle  said. 

Quayle,  appearing  on  NBC’s  “Meet 
the  Press"  Feb.  23,  called  the  repor¬ 
ting  requirement  a  “nonsense  regula¬ 
tion”  neither  President  George  Bush 
nor  he  was  aware  was  in  the  budget. 

“I  can  assure  you  that  I  didn’t  know 


By  Tom  Strode 

it  was  in  (the  budget),  the  president 
didn’t  know  it  was  in  there  and,  unfor¬ 
tunately,  sometimes  these  things  get 
in  there,  and  when  it’s  brought  up  to 
us  and  brought  to  our  attention,  we  do 
what  is  right,”  Quayle  said.  “And  what 
is  right  is  to  say  that  that  piece  of 
legislation  is  not  going  to  have  our 
support. 

“Now,  Congress  can  go  ahead  and 
pass  it  if  they  want  to,  but  it’s  not  go¬ 
ing  to  have  our  support.” 

The  administration  is  “backing  off’ 


the  measure,  a  White  House  source 
confirmed  Feb.  24. 

It  appears  unlikely  the  proposal  will 
go  anywhere  in  Congress.  On  Feb.  20, 
the  Democrats,  who  control  Congress, 
introduced  an  alternative  tax  package 
without  the  reporting  requirement. 
President  Bush’s  tax  package,  which 
includes  the  requirement,  was 
reported  to  the  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  without  recommendation  by 
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Religious  educators  hear 
growth  survey  results 


By  Tim  Nicholas 


A  speaker  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Religious  Education  Association  Con¬ 
vention  meeting  in  Biloxi  told  of 
characteristics  of  growing  churches 
in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
and  revealed  results  of  a  survey  of 
churches  in  Mississippi  which  are 
growing. 

Bill  Gambrell,  minister  of  edu¬ 
cation/pastoral  care  at  First  Church, 
Jackson,  surveyed  223  individuals  in 
175  churches  which  had  experienced 
growth  in  Sunday  School  enrollment 
or  average  attendance  in  the  past  five 
years. 

A  total  of  85  pastors.  20  ministers  of 
education,  and  14  Sunday  School 
directors  responded. 

The  top  five  factors  contributing  to 
growth  of  Mississippi  churches,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  respondents,  were 
warm  fellowship,  pastoral  leadership, 
prayer,  vision  shared  by  pastor  and 
people,  and  the  fifth  was  a  tie: 
members  inviting  friends  and  new 
Sunday  School  units. 

The  five  factors  of  lowest  value,  ac¬ 
cording  to  respondents,  were,  from 
lowest,  relocation,  money,  use  of  mass 
media,  weekly  workers’  meeting,  and 
guest  reception  center. 

Generally,  national  research  on 
growing  churches,  according  to  Gam¬ 
brell,  includes  “actively  and  con¬ 
sistently  including  prayer  in  events 
and  an  openness  to  the  work  of  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Spirit.” 

He  said  a  growing  church  “constant¬ 
ly  encourages  members  to  invite  their 
friends,  help  friends  have  a  good  ex¬ 
perience  and  follow  up  to  actually 
share  how  the  friends  can  give  his  or 
her  life  to  Christ. 

Other  factors  include  offering  multi¬ 
ple  options  in  programs  and 
ministries,  developing  attitudes  of  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  present  and  the  future,  not 
the  past,  offering  quality  preschool, 
children's,  and  youth  ministries, 
developing  networks  of  small  groups 
(which,  Gambrell  said,  is  the  Sunday 
School),  insisting  on  excellence  and 
quality  in  worship  and  Bible  study, 
employing  volunteers  in  areas  in 
which  they  are  gifted,  exhibiting  a 
“people  first”  attitude,  and  using 


mass  media  to  inform  not  persuade 

Another  speaker  at  the  MBREA 
convention  which  attracted  about  75 
ministers  of  education  and  early 
childhood  ministry  church  staffers, 
was  Charles  Lowry,  head  of  the  Center 
of  Evangelism  and  Church  Growth  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 

Lowry  offered  the  group  factors  in 
breaking  out  of  plateaued  churches. 
He  said  that  “fresh  vision”  leads  his 
list  He  said  that  any  growth  planning 
nCeds  to  be  placed  on  paper.  “Set 
challenging,  but  attainable  goals,”  he 
said. 

Breaking  out  of  a  plateau  involves 
use  of  “multiple  evangelism  ap¬ 
proaches,”  said  Lowry.  He  said  a 
church  where  he  served  as  interim 
had  a  program  called  “Beginning  the 
Year  with  the  Lord.”  The  pastor 
visited  each  class  to  talk  about  their 
individual  relationship  with  the  Lord. 

He  said  beginning  new  classes  is 
one  way  to  break  out.  Other  methods 
include  spending  time  dreaming 
about  the  future  —  asking  what  do  we 
need  to  grow?  and  recommitting  to 
the  class  organizational  structure. 

Lowry  said  the  true  job  of  a  class 
group  leader  is  to  contact  every 
member  every  week,  not  just  the 
absentees.  He  said  that  each  conver¬ 
sation  could  include  normal  chatting, 
the  naming  of  something  good  that 
happened  in  church,  Sunday  School, 
or  the  caller’s  life,  and  asking  if  there 
was  anything  the  caller  could  pray 
with  the  member  about.  “You  can  do 
that  every  week  and  it  doesn’t  get  old,” 
said  Lowry. 

The  MBREA  made  plans  to  meet  in 
1992  at  the  Center  for  Evangelism  and 
Church  Growth  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  on  Feb.  18-20. 

New  officers  of  the  group  include 
Joe  Chapman,  president,  minister  of 
education  at  Ridgecrest  Church, 
Madison,  Randy  Riley,  president 
elect,  minister  of  education  at  First 
Church,  Gulfport;  Nancy  Bullock, 
vice  president,  director  of  pre-school 
ministries,  Parkway  Church, 
Jackson;  and  Wayne  Carter, 
secretary-treasurer,  minister  of 
education  at  First  Church,  Saltillo. 


Tommy  Kennedy,  left,  demonstrates  tiller  to  Missionary  Chris  Ingram. 

Agri-Mission  Fellowship  gives  tiller 
to  missionary,  for  Uruguay  use 


Recently  the  Mississippi  Agri- 
Mission  Fellowship  presented  a  Troy- 
Bilt  tiller  to  Chris  Ingram,  missionary 
to  Uruguay.  Tbtnmy  Kennedy  of  Bran¬ 
don,  along  with  Jim  Didlake  of  the 
Brotherhood  Department,  carried  the 
tiller  to  Tfennessee  where  it  was  given 
to  Chris. 

Chirs  had  been  working  with  the 
fellowship  for  approximately  two 
years  to  determine  the  type  tiller 
needed  and  how  to  get  it  into  the  coun¬ 
try.  He  plans  to  use  it  to  till  the  small 
garden  plots  of  families  he  works  with 


as  an  agricultural  missionary.  He  said 
this  would  speed  up  the  work  that  is 
presently  being  done  on  the  small 
plots  with  a  horse  and  plow. 

The  Mississippi  Agri-Mission 
fellowship  is  one  of  several  mission 
fellowships  related  to  the  Brotherhood 
Department  that  reach  out  to 
specialize  mission  endeavors.  Their 
purpose  is  to  foster  and  promote 
Christian  service  by  members  of  the 
agricultural  business  profession  in 
support  of  both  foreign  and  home  mis¬ 
sion  work. 


Ellis  becomes  lay  renewal 
coordinator  for  MBCB 


Sidney  Ellis  has  become  volunteer 
coordinator  for  lay  renewal  at  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

- _____  Ej|js>  wh0  re. 

tired  last  year 
after  27  years  as 
director  of  busi¬ 
ness  affairs  for  the 
Greenville  school 
system,  will  simp¬ 
ly  continue  what 
he  has  done  in  his 
spare  time  for 
years. 

Ellis  estimates 
Ellis  be  participated  in 

between  150  and  200  renewal 
weekends  in  the  past  18  years.  After 
participating  in  a  couple  of  renewal 
weekends  as  a  team  member,  Doyle 
Cummings  of  Second  Church,  In 
dianoLa,  asked  Ellis  to  coordinate  one 
When  Ellis  hesitated,  Cummings  ask¬ 
ed,  “Would  you  let  the  Lora  do  it 


through  you?”  Ellis  prayed  about  it 
and  led  his  first  one  in  April  of  1974. 
Since  then  he  has  been  a  renewal 
associate  with  the  Home  Mission 
Board. 

In  his  new  volunteer  post,  Ellis  will 
continue  to  coordinate  renewal 
weekends  and  have  the  time  to  work 
with  other  coordinators,  tell  more 
churches  about  the  renewal  journey. 

Ellis  describes  renewal  as  “a 
journey  into  lifestyle  evangelism  and 
ministry  —  it’s  really  the  Great  Com¬ 
mission,”  says  Ellis,  whose  wife  Mary 
Lou  serves  on  renewal  teams  with 
him. 

Although  the  process  is  generally 
known  as  lay  renewal,  the  role  of  the 
pastor  is  strategic,  says  Ellis.  His 
former  pastor,  Howard  Tbyior,  who  in¬ 
troduced  Ellis  to  renewal,  would  write 
prayergrams  to  Ellis’  teams  with  a 
word  of  inspiration  every  weekend 
they  went  out. 


FMB,  HMB  will 
coordinate 
transnational 
mission  work 

By  Jim  Newton 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  An  agree¬ 
ment  to  enable  the  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  and  Home  Mission  boards  to 
cooperate  across  national  and 
geographic  boundaries  has  been  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  presidents  of  the  two 
agencies. 

Under  the  agreement,  each  of  the 
two  mission  boards  will  establish  a 
transnational  missions  desk  with  a 
staff  member  to  coordinate  joint  mis¬ 
sions  efforts  in  both  the  United  States 
and  122  other  countries  where 
Southern  Baptists  work. 

Wally  Buckner,  assistant  executive 
vice  president  at  the  Home  Mission 
Board,  and  Tbm  Prevost,  director  of 
the  international  service  department 
at  the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  have 
been  named  to  direct  the  transna¬ 
tional  mission  desks  at  their  respec¬ 
tive  agencies. 

Larry  L.  Lewis,  president  of  the 
Home  Mission  Board  in  Atlanta,  and 
R  Keith  Parks,  president  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  in  Richmond, 
Va.,  said  the  agreement  is  an  indica¬ 
tion  the  world  has  become  “a  global 
community”  with  interdependent  ac¬ 
tivities  affecting  every  sector  of 
society.  > 

“The  world  continues  to  change 
radically  and  rapidly,”  Parks  said. 

Lewis  said  the  agreement 
acknowledges  the  two  agencies  “are 
very  different,  but  share  a  common 
concern  for  reaching  the  whole  world 
for  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  There  is 
much  we  can  do  together  in  partner¬ 
ship  and  ways  we  can  work  together.” 

Paul  Adkins,  vice  president  .for 
ministry  at  the  Home  Mission  Board, 
suggested  one  way  the  Home  Mission 
Board  could  help  is  through  involving 
20,000  Baptists  in  the  United  States 
who  have  been  trained  through  HMB 
sponsored  literacy  programs  to  teach 
English  as  a  second  language  in 
overseas  situations  where  volunteers 
are  needed. 

For  example,  both  mission  boards 
will  be  involved  in  cooperative  mis¬ 
sion  efforts  during  the  Olympic  games 
in  Barcelona,  Spain,  in  1994  and  in 
Atlanta  in  1996.  Home  Mission  Board 
staff  members  Bill  Lee,  director  of 
special  ministries,  and  Elmer  Goble, 
associate  director  of  short  term 
volunteers,  will  go  to  Barcelona  later 
this  year  to  explore  ways  the  HMB  can 
work  with  the  FMB  during  the  Olym¬ 
pics  there 

Newton  writes  for  HMB. 


Terminations:  not  all  due  to  “mean  deacons' 


Now  officers  of  MBREA  are.  from  loft,  Joe  Chapman,  president,  minister  of  educa¬ 
tion  af  Ridgecrest  Church,  Madison;  Randy  Riley,  president-elect,  ministered  education 
at  First  Church,  Gulfport;  Nancy  Bullock,  vice  president,  director  of  pre-school  minis- 
*  tries  at  Parkway  Church.  Jackson;  and  Wayne  Carter,  secretary-treasurer,  minister 
of  education  at  First  Church,  Saltillo. 


KOREA.  SOUTH  (EASTERN  ASIA  >:  Wallace  Memorial  Hospital  is  located 
in  Pusan.  The  Iranian  government  has  given  it  permission  to  begin  operating 
a  base  hospital  in  the  Kurdish  area  of  Iran.  The  hospital  has  plans  to  rotate 
an  eight-member  Christian  medical  team  In  and  out  of  Iran  every  three 
months.  Pray  for  the  Lord  to  use  this  ministry  in  a  mighty  way. 
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With  upwards  of  1,600  Southern 
Baptist  ministers  being  forced  ter¬ 
minated  annually,  ministers  need  to 
increase  their  awareness  of  the 
dynamics  of  human  relationships,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Julius  Thompson. 

Thompson,  director  of  the  Church 
Administration/Pastoral  Ministries 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  spoke  to  the 
pastors'  conference  at  Jackson  Coun¬ 
ty  recently,  offering  advice  concern¬ 
ing  ministerial  ethics  and  etiquette. 

Thompson  said  the  terminations 
“are  not  all  the  result  of  mean  deacons 
and  bad  churches.”  He  said  often 
there  was  “some  inappropriate 
behavior  on  the  part  of  the  ministers.” 

Thompson  pointed  to  stories  in  the 
news  of  fallen  ministers  such  as  Jim- 
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By  Tim  Nicholas 

my  Swaggart  and  Jim  Baker.  “Skep¬ 
tics,  agnostics,  and  infidels  all  assume 
all  ministers  conduct  themselves  like 
that,”  said  Thompson. 

In  national  surveys,  he  said,  phar¬ 
macists  are  more  respected  than 
ministers. 

lb  combat  such  perceptions  “you 
must  build  a  trust  relationship  in  your 
church  and  .protect  that  with  your 
life,"  said  Thompson. 

He  said  the  minister’s  wife  has  the 
strongest  influence  on  his  life  “You 
must  nurture  and  keep  it  strong,”  he 
said,  adding  that  some  ministers 
place  family  time  as  appointments  on 
their  calendars  so  that  they  can  plan 
the  rest  of  their  weeks  around  it. 

Another  way  to  help  ministers  is  for 
churches  to  allow  the  pastor  and  his 


wife  to  have  close  friends.  Not  doing 
so  is  “criminal”  said  Thompson. 
These  friends  could  be  members  of 
the  church,  other  professionals  in  thp 
community,  or  ministers  of  other 
denominations. 

Concerning  the  work  of  counseling, 
Thompson  said  that  ministers  need  to 
“beware  of  spending  increasing  time 
alone  with  members  of  the  opposite 
set”  - - : — 

He  added  that  if  a  man  is  going  to 
fall,  “it  is  usually  when  under  a  great 
deal  of  stress.”  That  points  out  the 
need  for  ministers  to  have  support 
groups,  pastors’  conferences,  some¬ 
one  to  lean  on. 

“There  is  a  great  need  for  us  to  be 
ministers  of  redemption  for  our 
brothers  who  fall,”  said  Thompson. 


Cubans  ordain 
three  women 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


MARIANAO,  Cuba  (ABP)  -  Cuban - 

Baptists  ordained  their  first  three 

women  pastors  Jan.  U.  'T'L,  0  rkl nno  •  ffV/ 

The  ordination  of  Ena  Garcia,  Clara  -*  L/tU'CCf  AIL 

Rodes,  and  Xiomara  Diaz  Gutierrez 

took  place  at  Ebenezer  Baptist  A  full  moon  balanced  over  a  church 
Church  in  Marianao,  a  suburb  of  spire  at  the  top  of  a  hill.  Behind  the 
Havana.  All  three  women  graduated  church,  moonlight  shimmered 

from  the  Baptist  seminary  in  Havana  _ "  ~  ~  _ j  _ ; _ 

in  the  late  1960s  and  have  served  many  the  silence  and  solace  of  far 
years  in  pastoral  roles. 

Apparently  only  a  few  Cuban 

women  ever  have  been  ordained  — _ j _ _ _ _ _ 

perhaps  only  one^Presbyterian  and  walk  in  her  yard  and  just  admire  the  before  and  after  his  sermons!) 

scenery.  Missionaries  taking  part  in  the  con- 

Franklin  County,  with  all  its  trees,  ference  met  with  the  county’s  senior 
is  so  different  to  most  Mississippi  adults  for  lunch  on  Monday  at  Mead- 
nine  places  I’ve  known  that  I  felt  as  if  I  ville  Church,  where  LaRue  Stephens 
were  visiting  in  another  country  dur-  is  pastor,  and  I  spoke  Monday  night, 
irt  of  a  13-person  ing  those  springlike  days  of  Feb.  15-19  They  included  Byron  and  Dora  Har- 
'  —  like  England  of  Thomas  Hardy’s  I  ‘  '  ‘  '  ~  “  ” 

The  Woodlanders.  Cummins,  Kenya  L  Jerold  Golston, 

Bude  was  one  of  the  16  churches 


cemeteries  for  funerals.  Also  that 
church  has  an  unusual  ministry.  Two 
on  a  nurses  in  the  congregation  make 
small  lake.  All  around  them  hovered  themselves  available  to  take  blood 

pressure  after  sofne  services,  for 
stretching  forests.  anyone  who  requests  it.  (Someone 

Bernice,  wife  of  Pastor  Darnell  Ar-  wisecracked  that  the  preacher  should 
chie  at  Bude  Church,  said  she  likes  to  have  the  folks’  blood  pressure  taken 


two  or  three  Methodist  women 
previously,  said  Jualynne  Dodson,  a 
sociologist  who  has  taught  at 
Princeton  and  Yale  and  maf 
trips  to  Cuba. 

Dodson  was  pai  .  ^ 

visiting  group  of  women  pastors  and  —  like  England  of  Thomas  Hardy’s  bin,  missionaries  to  Brazil;  Harold 
religious  leaders  from  the  United  ----- 

States  and  Canada.  The  group,  Bude  was  one  of  the  16  churches  Brazil;  James  W.  Smith,  missionary 
Bob  Morrison  (pictured)  minister  o<  music  of  First  Church,  Pensacola,  Florida,  serv-  prepresenting  affiliations  with  four  (out  of  22)  in  the  county  taking  part  emeritus,  Israel;  Jack  Tblar,  Nigeria; 
ed  as  the  choral  director  for  the  400  voice  combined  choir  at  the  Mississippi  State  Baptist  conventions,  came  on  a  week-  in  a  world  missions  conference.  It  was  Jerald  and  Elaine  Perrill,  Thailand ; 
Youth  Choir  Festival  held  at  Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson.  Jan.  31-Feb.  1.  Seventeen  long  Women’s  Friendship  Tbur  to  host  for  the  welcome  supper  on  Satur-  Louis  Smith,  director  of  church 
choirs  and  ensembles  representing  13  Mississippi  churches  sang  for  adjudication  Cuba  sponsored  by  the  Baptist  Peace  day  night  and  again  for  the  mission  minister  relations,  Mississippi  Baptist 

Fellowship  of  North  America.  fair  on  Sunday  afternoon,  where  the  Convention  Board;  W.  Benjamin 

About  250  people  squeezed  into  the  missionaries  could  get  to  know  each  Johnson,  Florida,  HMB,  retired 
church  for  the  ordination  service,  other  and  some  of  the  county  Baptists  chaplain,  correctional  institutions; 

John  Revell,  Florida,  HMB;  Frank 
Metcalf,  Home  Board,  chaplain, 
speaker”  at  Bude  on  Tuesday  night  -  Florida  Department  of  Corrections ; 
under  that  fantastic  moon.  Paul  Roaten,  director  of  the  Baptist 

J.  B.  Gray,  director  of  missions,  had  Migrant  Mission  Center,  Hope,  Ark., 
done  a  great  job  in  advance  planning  HMB ;  David  Torres,  native  of  Cuba, 
—  every  “i”  dotted  and  every  “t”  missionary  associate,  Home  Mission 
Prathia  Hall  Wynn,  a  pastor  in  crossed.  Board’s  Language  Church  Extension 

Philadelphia  and  an  executive  of  the  Across  Highway  84  from  Bude  Division;  and  Miguel  F.  Barrios, 

K the  tic  supporters  on  Capitol  Hill,  Progressive  National  Baptist  Conven-  Church  lives  the  family  with  whom  I  HMB,  catalytic  language  missionary, 
t  legislators  have  multiple  concerns  tion,  delivered  the  ordination  sermon,  stayed  for  five  days.  I  could  never  Louisiana, 
and  interests,  he  added.  The  tour  group  took  more  than  have  picked  a  nicer  family  had  I  if  laughter  is  like  a  medicine,  then 

Bush  challenged  Congress  to  ap-  $2,000  worth  of  supplies  —  mostly  sim-  chosen  it  myself!  Tony  Mullins,  who  all  of  us  should  have  been  cured  of  any 
March  20  during  pie  medicines  and  hygiene  products—  supervises  the  repair  of  railway  cars,  ails  by  the  time  that  lunchtime 
e  Union  address,  as  a  gift  to  Cuban  Baptist  churches,  is  also  pastor  of  Concord  Church.  His  meeting  was  over.  Marvin  Howard, 

wife,  Paulette,  I  could  tell  you,  cooks  Mt.  Zion  pastor  (and  comedian)  and 
delicious  breakfasts  and  suppers.  Pro-  John  Revell,  Florida  missionary 
bably  lunches,  too,  but  I  ate  those  entertained.  Retired  pastor,  John  I 
somewhere  else  And  I  enjoyed  the  Hill,  presided  The  muscadine  pie  that 
fellowship  of  their  daughters,  Misty,  he  and  his  wife  brought  was  my 
8,  and  Maranda,  11,  and  their  little  favorite  “covered  dish”  of  the  week, 
black  dog,  Trooper  Misty  vacated  her  My  cordial  chauffeurs  to  lunches  at 

room  so  I  could  sleep  in  her  bed.  Tbny  Mt.  Zion  on  Tuesday  and  Siloam  on 
is  known  for  his  cabinet  building  Wednesday  were  Hazel  Cain  and 
ministry  to  churches  (see  article  on  Gladys  Gay  of  Concord.  I  had  heard 
that  next  week ) .  Hazel  teach  Sunday  School  earlier  in 

Youths  of  Concord,  where  I  spoke  the  week.  Mt.  Zion,  oldest  church  in 
Sunday  morning,  sponsored  a  soup  Franklin  County,  is  picturesque  with 
and  combread  lunch  that  day  to  raise  its  white  columns  and  ancient 
money  to  go  to  Gulfshore  this  summer,  cemetery.  Siloam  decorated  its  tables 
Their  leaders,  Elton  Westbrook,  a  with  fresh  spring  flowers  —  jonquils 
forester,  and  his  wife  Claris  drove  me  and  buttercups,  narcissus,  and 
to  Hamburg  where  I  was  on  program  camellias. 

SSsSSB55*  A«asaas=s 

K  a  fh-i,,  is  pas101,  That church  has  a  beautiful 

in  the  1800s,  Hamburg  was  a  thnv-  narTlli,jin.  „„  i 

ing  place  with  stores,  hotels,  two  cot- 

ton  gins,  and  many  mansions  —  one  ~ 

with  “a  fishing  pod”  at  the  top!  A  d  ^  the  ^ 

railroad  brought  travelers.  From  the  ...  r«mtv  Ra„,i<;,c  imnrocc 

station  they  were  transported  by  pt!S^S,  ’ 

buggy  to  the  nearbv  resort  at  “  me  w'^  their  hospitality,  gener- 

Wildwood  Springs,  which  had  springs  mnlrt  ^  m  n'h  ^ 

olbubbling  water  and  ten  pin  alley  ^  other  aU 

However,  the  1905  yellow  fever  Ted  Bowlin,  pastor  of  Lucien 
epidemic  changed  all  that  when  it  kill-  Church,  said  in  a  letter,  “You  will 
ed  nearly  everyone  in  Hamburg.  never  know  how  much  this  time  has 
Now  Hamburg  Church  has  a  new  lifted  my  heart.  It  has  truly  been  a 
fellowshp  hall.  Members  serve  meals  time  of  renewal  in  my  life.”  I  felt  the 
in  it  for  people  who  come  to  the  two  same. 


Youth  Choir  Festival  held  at  Brandon 


State  Baptist  newspapers 
could  face  rateHBB^I 


which  was  noted  during  a  Cuban  who  had  been  working  hard  to  get 
television  news  program  the  next  day.  ready  for  this  conference.  I  was  “guest 
The  broadcast  marks  a  new  trend  in 
_  ^  _  _  _  _  Cuba  after  three  decades  of  virtually 
lllCl  63.80  ignoring  religious  people  and  their 

practices. 

One  of  the  North  Americans, 

WASHINGTON  (ABP)  —  State  Bap-  the  federal  government’s  belt.  Non 
tist  newspapers  could  face  a  double-  profit  mailers  have  many  sym 
digit  rate  increase  in  1993  if  Congress 
approves  President  George  Bush’s 
budget  proposal. 

However,  a  spokesman  for  the 
Alliance  of  Nonprofit  Mailers  said,  if  prove  his  budget  I 
history  is  an  indicator,  Congress  his  third  State  of 
would  not  enact  that  proposal 

is^uffiSoSTtSuSpStoi  From  inside  the  new  prayer  room 

Service  requested  —  for  the  non-profit 

mail  subsidy,  known  as  revenue  By  Indy  Whitten 

foregone  Revenue  foregone  reim-  Sunday,  Feb.  23,  was  a  special  day  for  the  Clarksdale  Church,  pastored  by 
burses  the  Postal  Service  for  the  non-  Carl  White.  The  church  members  knew  that  the  new  prayer  room  was  to  be 
profit  mailers  Share  of  overhead  ex-  inaugurated,  but  weren’t  sure  how  it  would  be  done.  As  people  began  to  arrive 
penses.  Non-profit  rates  reflect  only  for  the  evening  service,  a  large  screen  was  seen  on  the  platform.  When  ques 
pooling  that  class  of  mail,  tions  were  asked,  the  reply  was,  “It’s  a  surprise!  ” 

If  the  budget  proposal  is  approved,  White  had  given  a  great  deal  of  thought  as  to  how  he  could  arrange  the 
second-class  non-profit  mailers  could  presentation.  The  beautiful  prayer  room  was  much  too  small  for  a  congrega- 
see  a  17%  rate  hike  and  third-class  tion  to  get  ins,de  it 

non-profit  rates  could  spiral  31%,  By  short-circuit  television,  the  pastor  sat  in  the  prayer  room  and  gave  a 
estimated  Dan  Doherty,  executive  history  of  the  establishing  of  the  prayer  room,  and  also  explained  the  decora - 
director  of  the  Alliance  of  Nonprofit  tion  and  the  facilities  there.  He  pointed  to  a  wooden  cross  on  the  wall  as  the 
Mailers.  Most  state  Baptist  central  point  of  the  room.  Then  he  moved  to  the  kneeling  bench  and  led  a 
newspapers  are  second-class  non-  prayer  of  dedication.  He  invited  people  in  the  congregation  to  join  him  by  kneel 
profit  mailers.  ....  ing  by  their  pews.  Some  people  went  to  the  front  of  the  church  to  kneel. 

In  addition  to  the  reduced  funding,  White  prayed  that  “prayer  might  be  the  power  behind  all  the  activities  of 
the  budget  also  proposes  ending  or  the  church.” 

restricting  preferred  rate  status  for  Whitten  is  prayer  coordinator,  MBCB. 


Southwestern  presents  music  awards 


1885  —  The  newly  elected  conven¬ 
tion  board  chose  J.  B.  Gambrel!  as  ex¬ 
ecutive  secretary,  a  work  he  combin¬ 
ed  with  that  of  editor  of  the  Baptist 
Record.  Jackson  was  made  the  head¬ 
quarters  for  the  board. 


The  school  of  church  music  at  Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  presented 
the  Distinguished  Service  Award  to  three  people  during  the  annual  Church  Music 
Week  Feb.  17-21.  Receiving  the  award  were,  left  to  right,  Elizabeth  McKinney,  associate 
professor  of  piano  for  nearty  30  years;  James  McKinney,  dean  of  the  school  of  church 
music  since  1956;  and  Kathryn  Bowid,  a  graduate  of  the  school  and  major  contributor 
to  the  Kathryn  Sullivan  Bowid  Music  Library  which  opens  later  this  year. 


Lee  churches  reach  out 
to  residents  of  Oak  Park 


Oak  Park  Trailer  Court  at 
Plantersville  near  Tupelo  is  home  to 
800  who  live  in  121  units,  an  average 
of  six  persons  (3  or  4  kids)  each.  A 
microcosm  of  America’s  society,  the 
court  is  riddled  with  problems  — 
alcohol,  drug  abuse,  child  abuse, 
broken  homes  —  according  to  persons 
who  have  begun  a  mission  ministry 
there.  Residents  have  low  or  middle 
income,  more  low  than  middle. 

Lee  County  Association,  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  First  Church,  Plantersville, 
and  New  Hope  Church,  sponsors  Sun¬ 
day  services  and  weekday  ministries 
in  a  mobile  chapel  at  the  court. 

“We  are  not  trying  to  plant  a 
church,”  said  William  Smith,  director 
of  missions,  “but  to  provide  a  mission 
ministry  to  the  people  of  the  com¬ 
munity.”  To  date,  mostly  children 
have  responded. 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 

Glenn  Johnson,  mission  pastor,  is 
bi vocational;  he  works  at  the  Bank  of 
Mississippi  and  studies  at  Blue  Moun¬ 
tain  College.  Forty-five  or  50  children 
came  to  the  kick-off  rally  in  October 
1991,  he  said.  Then  on  the  first  Sunday 
of  services,  only  one  showed  up.  As  the 
people  became  more  familiar  with 
Johnson  and  what  was  being  offered, 
attendance  picked  up  to  20  or  25. 

In  December  there  were  two  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith  and  in  January  there 
were  four.  Of  these,  three  were  adults. 

“We  are  not  just  trying  to  report 
numbers,”  Smith  added.  “We  are  not 
seeking  a  feather  for  our  cap’  but  we 
want  to  help  meet  the  people’s  needs. 
To  meet  the  goals  of  Bold  Mission 
Thrust  we  are  going  to  have  to  get  out 
there,  to  the  people  where  they  are, 
who  are  not  being  reached  through 
the  church.  Some  people  are  reluctant 
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Leaders  in  mission  ministry  at  Oak  Park  Baptist  Center,  Plantersville,  are  left  to 
right,  Glenn  Johnson,  mission  pastor,  and  his  wife,  Paula;  William  P.  Smith  III,  direc¬ 
tor  of  missions.  Lee  County  Association;  J.  C.  Prather,  home  missionary,  director  of 
outreach.  Lee  County  Association;  and  Jimmy  A.  Smith,  pastor,  First  Church, 
Plantersville;  Mike  Stewart  (not  pictured),  pastor  of  New  Hope  Church. 


to  come  to  the  church  because  they 
see  us  as  an  ineffective  ‘bunch  of  do- 
gooders.’  ” 

Before  Glenn  and  his  wife  Paula 
began  work  at  Oak  Park,  a  Big  A  club 
was  already  in  place,  sponsored  by 
First  Church,  Plantersville,  and  staff¬ 
ed  by  volunteers.  The  Johnsons  add¬ 
ed  pews  to  make  the  mobile  chapel 
look  more  like  a  church  ;  a  carpet  is 
to  be  installed. 

For  the  Sunday  morning  Bible 
study,  Paula  teaches  all  the  children 
under  10,  including  preschoolers.  “I 
combine  lessons  from  two  books,”  she 
said.  Adults  and  youths  meet  together 
in  another  class.  “We  need  more 
teachers,”  Paula  added. 

Ten-year-olds  are  classed  with  the 
youth  and  adults.  “They  have  seen  so 
much  of  the  rough  side  of  life,”  said 
Johnson,  “that  they  have  the  maturi¬ 
ty  of  an  older  teen.” 

Most  of  the  children  have  never 
been  in  church  before.  One  11-year-old 
said  she  had  never  seen  a  Bible  Paula 
leads  the  singing  and  acts  as  “police 
officer”  to  keep  the  children  “settled 
down.” 

“We  teach  them  to  be  reverent,” 
said  Glenn,  “how  to  be  quiet  in  church 
and  to  respect  their  parents  and  their 
leaders.  We  have  seen  a  change  in 
their  behavior  at  church  and  also  in 
the  way  they  treat  their  parents.” 

Saturdays  the  Johnsons  with  their 
three  children,  ages  11,  8,  and  6, 
William,  Christina,  and  Christopher 
have  saved  for  visitation  of  prospects 
at  the  trailer  court.  Glenn  began  a 
Saturday  afternoon  football  game  that 
proved  popular  and  provided 
fellowship  with  some  of  the  children. 

Paula  has  her  own  child  care 
business  The  Johnson  family  was 
featured  in  a  Baptist  Record  article. 
Sept.  12,  1991:  “Why  Is  Gulfshore  So 
Important  to  Our  Family?” 


Glenn  Johnson,  mission  pastor,  Oak  Park  Baptist  Church,  points  out  that  800  people 
live  in  the  121  units  of  the  trailer  court. 


Weekday  activities,  besides  Big  A 
and  visitation,  have  included  a  chili 
supper  and  a  Nintendo  and  pizza  par¬ 
ty  for  youths  and  children.  Home  Bi¬ 
ble  studies,  scheduled  for  the  future, 
have  not  begun  yet. 

J.  C.  Prather,  Home  Mission  Board 
appointee  who  is  director  of  outreach 
for  the  Lee  County  Association,  said, 
“Bible  study  is  just  one  activity.  We 
ask  them,  ‘How  can  we  help  you?’  We 
are  trying  to  determine  their  needs 
and  meet  them.  Tutoring  is  much 
needed.  We  want  to  begin  sewing 
classes.  These  and  other  projects 
which  we  begin  will  require  volunteer 
helpers.” 

He  added,  “lb  make  multi-housing 
ministry  work,  a  person  like  Glenn 
Johnson  has  to  be  on  the  scene,  visi¬ 
ble,  to  identify  with  the  people.  If  you 
are  consistently  always  there,  they 
will  see  that  you  care  about  them." 

Jimmy  Smith,  pastor  of  Fjrst 
Church,  Plantersville,  said  that  a 
teacher  of  the  deaf  in  high  school  had 
suggested  that  the  mobile  chapel 
building  be  used  to  minister  also  to 
deaf  children ;  that  would  be  a  way  to 
reach  parents  of  the  deaf. 

The  Lee  County  Food  Bank,  a 
ministry  of  Lee  Association,  housed  at 


Chapman  comes  across  as  man  of  compassion 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  The  pastor 
stood  by  the  bedside  of  a  gravely  ill 
friend  this  past  New  Year’s  Eve 

He  took  the  man’s  hand;  the  man 
gently  squeezed  back.  “That  was  the 
last  thing  he  did  before  he  died,”  the 
man’s  wife  Wanda,  remembered, 
“and  Morris  prayed  the  sweetest 
prayer.” 

Morris  Chapman  watched  his 
friend  Gary  Brown,  a  diabetic  since 
age  7,  succumb  that  afternoon  to  a 
series  of  medical  traumas  including 
kidney  failure  and  dialysis,  triple 
bypass  heart  surgery,  and  amputation 
of  both  legs. 

“The  desperate  need  for  spiritual 
awakening  in  this  nation  has  been 
ever  present  in  my  thoughts,”  Chap¬ 
man  told  fellow  Baptist  leaders  in  is¬ 
suing  the  call  to  prayer.  “Each  hour 
we  tail  (to  pray  together  as  Southern 
Baptists)  another  family  is  broken 
apart,  another  teen-ager  con¬ 
templates  suicide,  another  man  or 
woman  falls  into  immorality,  another 
soul  is  lost  to  the  kingdom  of  God.” 

Such  is  the  man  selected  for  one  of 
the  most  influential  posts  among 
Southern  Baptists  —  president  and 
treasurer  of  the  convention’s  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee.  The  77-member 
committee,  which  unanimously 
elected  Chapman  Feb.  17,  allocates 
more  than  $140  million  in  Cooperative 
Program  funds  given  by  Southern 
Baptists  for  national  and  international 


By  Art 

missions  and  ministry,  and  it  acts  in 
behalf  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  between  its  annual  meetings. 
He  will  succeed  Harold  C.  Bennett  67, 
who  is  retiring  after  13  years  in  the 
post. 

Chapman,  51,  has  been  part  of  the 
SBC  all  his  life.  His  parents  were 
faithful  members  of  Southern  Baptist 
churches  in  several  Mississippi  towns. 
Revival  services  at  First  Church  in 
Laurel  stirred  him  to  yearn  for  salva¬ 
tion  at  age  7  and;  in  his  pastor’s  office, 
he  prayed  to  receive  Christ  as  Savior 
and  Lord.  At  age  12,  he  sensed  a  call 
to  Christian  work  during  the  final  ser¬ 
vice  of  a  boys’  Royal  Ambassadors 
camp. 

As  a  student  at  Southern  Baptist- 
affiliated  Mississippi  College  where 
he  graduated  in  1963,  he  participated 
in  the  Baptist  Student  Union,  attend¬ 
ed  student  week  at  Ridgecrest  (N.C.) 
Conference  Center,  and  took  his  first 
church  job  as  a  part-time  minister  of 
music  and  youth  in  nearby  Jackson. 
At  age  21,  in  a  summer  of  youth 
ministry  back  in  Laurel,  be  sensed  a 
call  to  the  preaching  ministry.  At 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort 
Worth,  Ttexas,  Chapman  earned  a 
master  of  divinity  degree  in  1968  and 
a  doctor  of  ministry  in  1975. 

“I  learned  what  I  learned,”  he 
reflected,  “at  the  feet  of  Baptists.” 

After  28  years  of  marriage,  he  re¬ 
mains  a  romantic.  “He  hasn't  missed 


Toalston 

a  year  sending  roses  on  our  anniver¬ 
sary,"  his  wife  Jodi  noted.  “He  likes 
to  bring  home  little  surprises.  He  calls 
every  night  when  he’s  out  of  town.  It’s 
been  a  good  example  for  our  children 
—  our  son  is  a  romantic  because  of  his 
dad.”  The  son,  Chris,  is  minister  of 
singles  and  college  students  at  First 
Church  in  Lakeland,  Fla.  The  Chap¬ 
mans’  daughter,  Stephanie,  works  in 
the  Houston  headquarters  of  a  na¬ 
tional  Christian  counseling  ministry. 

Just  weeks  before  Chapman  was  to 
enter  college,  his  parents  divorced. 
Then  Chapman’s  father,  who  had  own¬ 
ed  a  tire  store  in  the  town  of 
Kosciusko,  went  bankrupt.  Chapman 
and  his  brother,  Ron,  moved  with  their 
mother  to  Jackson,  where  she  and 
Ron,  now  a  china  sales  representative, 
still  reside.  Chapman  had  counted  on 
his  father’s  promise  to  help  with  col¬ 
lege  expenses  but  suddehly,  "There 
was  no  money.” 

Chapman  decided  to  sell  a  1948 
Chevrolet  he  had  bought  with  money 
earned  as  a  youth,  but  still  he  was  $300 
shy  of  his  first  semester  costs.  Only 
in  the  cashier’s  line  at  college  did  he 
learn  of  a  deferred  payment  plan  that 
would  allow  him  to  proceed  with 
classes.  He  paid  for  his  education  by 
church  work  and  a  job  at  a  Jackson 
shoe  store: 

He  had  been  a  music  major  but  was 
feeling  “something  incomplete”  about 


the  solos  he  sang  in  church.  The  night 
before  preaching  in  church  on  youth 
Sunday,  he  urgently  asked  God  for  “a 
sure  sign  he  was  calling  me  into  the 
preaching  ministry”  —  at  least  two 
decisions  after  his  sermon.  If  there 
was  none,  he  would  accept  it  as  God 
saying  no;  if  just  one,  no  clear  sign. 

His  fleece  didn’t  come  to  mind  once 
he  started  preaching  then  opened  the 
invitation.  Two  young  people  came 
forward  seeking  salvation. 

A  third  committed  herself  to  mis¬ 
sions.  His  fleece  flashed  back  to  mind 
and  “then  and  there  in  my  heart  I  ac¬ 
cepted  God’s  call  to  preach.  From  that 
day  until  this  God  has  confirmed  that 
call  again  and  again.” 

Chapman  is  unapologetic  for  his 
biblical  conservatism,  stating,  “lb 
love  God  is  to  live  with  deep  convic¬ 
tion.” 

Biblical  conservatism  and  convic¬ 
tions  do  not  limit  a  person's  love  for 
those  with  whom  he  or  she  differs, 
Chapman  said.  “We  are  to  love  each 
other  in  light  of  the  truth  of  God’s 
Word.  Truth  gives  us  the  liberty  to  love 
and  does  not  give  us  the  license  to 
hate.” 

Nor  do  biblical  conservatism  and 
convictions  lead  to  a  narrow-minded 
lifestyle  devoid  of  joy,  he  said.  “On  the 
contrary.  The  Bible  teaches  that  truth 
sets  you  free” 


Tbaiston  writes  for  BP. 


First  Church,  Plantersville,  has 
assisted  many  of  the  children’s 
families.  “There  is  a  lot  of  unemploy¬ 
ment  and  hunger  in  the  ’Hipelo  area,” 
Pastor  Smith  said.  His  church  also 
has  a  Benevolence  Committee  that 
helps  needy  families. 

The  mission  at  Oak  Park  has  given 
20  Bibles,  courtesy  of  American  Bible 
Society,  to  children  who  did  not  own 
one  of  their  own.  Adults  who  learned 
that  Bibles  were  on  “the  free  table” 
came  and  asked  for  one. 

“We  cooperate  as  church  and  mis¬ 
sion,”  said  the  Plantersville  pastor. 
Some  people  who  live  at  Oak  Park  at¬ 
tend  the  Plantersville  church,  rather 
than  the  mission  chapel. 

In  the  cooperative  agreement,  New 
Hope  Church  (Mike  Stewart,  pastor) 
provides  the  mission  pastor  and  a 
salary  supplement  for  him,  plus 
administrative  support.  First, 
Plantersville  provides  for  the  mission 
ministries,  plus  rent  and  utilities  for 
the  chapel;  Lee  Association  pays  for 
property  maintenance  and  repair  and 
a  salary  supplement  for  the  pastor. 

As  DOM  Bill  Smith  said,  “Mississip¬ 
pi  is  just  as  important  a  mission  field 
as  any  foreign  field.  We  are  part  of  the 
global  mission  effort.” 


Home  Board  adds 
two  to  staff 

ATLANTA  (BP)  —  The  first  mis¬ 
sionary  to  work  with  abortion  alter¬ 
natives  and  an  assistant  director  of 
refugee  church  growth  were  elected 
during  the  February  meeting  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board. 

Barbara  Noakes  was  appointed  to 
work  as  a  national  missionary  in 
alternatives  to  abortion.  Noakes  has 
been  director  of  the  Crisis  Pregnan¬ 
cy  Center  in  Oklahoma  City  for  four 
years. 

Noakes  will  move  to  Atlanta  where 
she  will  work  with  Sylvia  Booth,  HMB 
coordinator  for  alternatives  tifabor- 
tion  ministries.  Noakes  will  be 
available  to  churches  throughout  the 
nation  to  help  them  develop  abortion 
alternative  ministries. 

William  M.  Fulkerson  was  elected 

to  administer  the  HM^immigration 
and  refugee  resettlement  program. 
Since  1983  the  Kansas  native  has 
directed  language  ministries  for  the 
Atlanta  Baptist  Association 

Fulkerson,  54,  holds  bachelor’s  and 
master’s  degrees  from  Southern  Il¬ 
linois  University.  The  former  pastor 
also  is  a  graduate  of  Southern 
Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

During  the  meeting  it  was  also 
reported  that  the  chaplains’  commis¬ 
sion  endorsed  81  chaplains,  bringing 
the  total  number  of  Southern  Baptist- 
endorsed  chaplains  to  2,338. 


the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light:  and  what  you  hear  whispered  in  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the  housetops.  Matthew  10:27  NAS 


March  5, 1992 


HouseTops  is  a  supplement  to  the  Baptist  Record  and  is  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Vocational 


HELPING  TO  BRING 
MISSISSIPPI  AND  THE  WORLD 
TO  JESUS 

By  Ray  Grissitt,  Director 
Cooperative  Missions  Department,  MBCB 


Guidance 

Interpretation 

Saturday,  April  11,  1992 
9:00  a.m. — 3:00  p.m. 


I.  The  Church's  role  in  vocational  guidance 
n.  The  vocational  guidance  process 

A.  The  Calling 

B.  Responding  to  God's  call 
G  Giving  Affirmation 

D.  Providing  Information 

E.  Nurturing  the  Called 

F.  Structuring  Experiences 

G.  Preparing  for  Ministry 

H.  Serving  in  a  Ministry  Occupation 

I.  Making  Transitions  Within  Ministry 

HI.  The  Sunday  School  Board's  Role  in 
Vocational  Guidance 

IV.  Principles  of  Vocational  Guidance 

A.  The  Climate  for  Vocational  Guidance 

B.  Discovering  God's  Will 

C.  Identifying  Personal  Strengths 

V.  Vocational  Guidance  Techniques 

A.  Conducting  a  Guidance  Interview 

B.  Using  Counseling  Instruments 

C.  Setting  Up  An  Apprentice  Program 

VI.  Organizing  for  Vocational  Guidance  in  the 
Church 


Baptist  Building,  Jackson 

Training  Leaders 
in  Vocational 
Guidance 


Helping  to  Bring  Mississippi  and  the  World  to  Jesus 

is  the  desire  and  goal  of  Bill  Causey,  Executive  Director- 
Treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
along  with  all  of  us  who  are  co-laborers  with  you  as  we 
attempt  to  reach  our  state. 

Recently  Eugene  Dobbs  of  our  convention  put  together 
"Some  Facts  of  the  Lostness  in  Mississippi".  He  says, 

"1 8,000-plus  baptisms  were  reported  last  year  and  at  the 
present  rate  of  baptisms: 

•  with  nobody  else  being  bom 

•  with  nobody  else  dying 

•  with  only  Southern  Baptists  reaching  persons 
for  our  Lord 

We  would  reach  the  last  one  who  is  presently  lost  in  the 
fall  of  the  year  2056!" 

Why  should  we  plant  churches  /church-type 
missions? 

•  Church  planting  is  the  most  effective  method  of  evan¬ 

gelism  on  earth  today. 

•  The  combined  church-planting  efforts  of  all  denomina¬ 

tions  do  not  balance  population  growth. 

•  New  churches  reach  unchurched  people 

•  Planting  churches  stimulates  the  growth  of  existing 
churches 

•  Church  planting  is  characteristic  of  Southern  Baptists 

•  Some  people  will  not  attend  established  churches  but 
will  respond  to  new  churches 

•  New  communities  need  churches 

•  New  churches  become  part  of  the  financial  and  per¬ 
sonnel  bases  for  sending  the  gospel  around  the  world 

Where  should  we  plant  churches/church  type 
missions? 


Donna  Gandy,  consultant 
Church  Staff  Support 
Church  Administration  Department 
BSSB,  NashviUe 


Cost  $7.00  (includes  one  selected 
resource  and  materials 


Vocational  Guidance  Interpretation  Conference 
April  11,  1992 

_ Church  Position _ 

_ City _ ZIP _ 

_ Name  of  Association _ 

_ Church  Phone  No. _ 


Name _ 

Address _ 

Name  of  Church 


Home  Phone  No. 


Enclosed  is  my  check  in  the  amount  of  $7.00  to  cover  the  cost  of  a  selected  resource  and  other  materials 
Mail  to:  Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries* MBCB •P.O.  Box  530*Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 


Gulfshore 

Youth  Music  Conference 
July  11  -15,  1992 


2.  Choral  music  packets  will  be  purchased  at  Gulf- 
shore. 


A  three-day,  four-night  conference  which  will 
provide  opportunities  for  7th-1 2th  grade  youth 
in  spiritual  growth,  choral  singing,  handbell 
ringing,  and  instrumental  music. 

Choral  Clinician:  "4 

Dr.  Richard  Joiner,  Head  of  Music 
Department,  Mississippi  College 


Daily  Schedule 

8:00 

8:15 

9:15 

10:00 

10:15 

11:05 

12:00 

1:00 

2:30 

500 


Morning  Watch 

Choral  Rehearsal 

Classes 

Break 

Classes 

Rehearsal 

Lunch 

Planned  Recreation 
Free  Time 
Supper 


Things  to  Know: 

I.CIasses  to  be  offered  include: 
•Basic-Musicianship-  •Guitar 

•Voice  *lnstrun 

•  Handballs  *Chore< 

•Accompanying  •  Drama 

•Electronic  Keyboard  *BibleS 

•Songleading 


Gulfshore  families 
Worship 
Fellowship  Time 
Free  Time 


•  Underchurched  cities  and  communities 


Lifestyle  groups 

'Helping  to  Win...*  cont.  on  back  of  HT 


Cost.$  119.00  per  person,  includes  all  meals,  lodging,  insurance 
and  tee-shirt 


This  is  what  Convention  Leaders 
are  saying  about 
W  the  1992 


“ I  think  The  Doctrine  of  the 
Bible  is  the  best  concise 
treatment  of  the  subject  l 
have  ever  read.  It  will  help 
clarify  a  lot  of  misunder¬ 
standing  about  what  we 
believe  about  the  Bible.  It  is 
a  brief  but  tremendously  com¬ 
prehensive  book.  It  touches 
Just  about  every  base.  It  is 
scholarly  and  appropriate  for 
use  in  university  and  semi¬ 
nary  classrooms.' 

James  T.  Draper, 

President  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board 


umicates  wtth 
investigates  his  subject 

.  and  affirms  the 
and  authority  of  (he 
Bible  wtth  persuasion.  The  book 
clarifies  the  theological  emphases 
reflected  by  current  leadership  in 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
The  publication  demands  thought- 
fid  consideration  by  the  serious 
reader  and  explains  numerous 
aspects  of  the  Bible  related  to  a 
decade  of  Southern  Baptist  dis¬ 
cussion  on  the  nature  and  author 
‘ity  of  the  Bible. " 

Roy  L.  Honeycutt, 

President.  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary 


This  is  what  Mississippi  Baptists  can  look  forward  to 

Doctrine  Study  Preview  Clinics 

during  the  week  of  March  16-20  hum  9  a.m.  til  Noon 


March  16  North  Winona  & 

FBC  McComb 

March  17  FBC  Starkville  & 

William  Carey  College 

March  18  Blue  Mt.  College  & 

FBC  Gulfport 


Mississippi  College  & 
Hernando  Baptist 

Delta  State,  BSU  & 
Clark  College 


Second  Century  Fund 

Honoring  My  Heritage, 
Lengthening  My  Legacy 


i 


The  WMU  Second  Century  Fund  is  a  permanent 
endowment  fund  established  in  observance  of  WMU's 
centennial  year,  1988,  as  today's  gift  to  future  genera¬ 
tions  of  women  in  missions.  The  income  produced 
from  this  fund  is  used  to  develop  and  support  the  work 
of  women  in  missions  at  home  and  abroad.  Grants 
from  this  fund  are  being  given  to  develop  missions 
awareness  and  missions  organizations  on  foreign 
fields.  They  also  support  the  development  of  WMU 
leadership  and  WMU  organizations  in  the  United 
States,  including  new  areas  and  among  new  groups. 
They  also  foster  WMU  education  by  providing  learn¬ 
ing  opportunities  for  students  and  faculty  in  Southern 
Baptist  seminaries. 

Investments  of  the  Second  Century  Fund  are  governed 
by  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Woman's  Missionary  Union.  All  gifts  are  invested  and 
protected  as  a  part  of  the  endowment.  Only  the 

income  earned  from  the  investment  is  spent.  The _ _ 

WMU  Board  also  determines  how  the  earnings  of  the 
fund  will  (^distributed  among  qualified  grant 
applicants. 


March  19 


March  20 


:*  ‘  '  ..  \,X  '  Jr  .r- 

You  can  contribute  to  the  Second  Century  Fund  by: 

1 )  making  cash  gifts  of  any  size,  including  memorials 
and  gifts  in  honor  of  people  still  living  (when  such  a 
gift  is  sent  to  WMU,  SBC,  Mary  Helen  Dixon  will  send 
a  letter  to  the  person  or  family  being  memorialized  or 
honored  if  proper  namefs)  and  address(es)  are 
enclosed);  2)  including  Second  Century  Fund  in  your 
will;  3)  naming  WMU-Second  Century  Fund  as  the 
beneficiaiy  on  a  life  insurance  policy;  4)  making  a  gift 
of  capital  assets  such  as  certificates  of  deposit,  stocks, 
bonds,  or  real  estate;  5)  creating  a  charitable  trust  with 
assets  such  as  cash,  stocks,  bonds  or  real  estate,  pro¬ 
viding  the  donor  income  for  life,  and  upon  the  donor's 
death,  benefit  the  Second  Century  Fund. 


If  you  would  like  more  information  about  the  Second 
Century  Fund,  please  fill  in  the  information  below  and 
check  the  appropriate  box(es). 


Name _ 

Address _ 

Telephone  (. 


□  Making  a  bequest  under  a  will 


Mail  to  Mary  Helen  Dixon  *  ^ 

Second  Century  Fund,  WMU, SBC  □  Capital  asset  bequests 
P.O.Box 830010  .  u  .  . 

Birmingham,  Al  3S283-O01G  3  life-insurance  policy  ^formation 

205-991-4026 

Cl  t  am  malrino  a  Aanatir 


3 1  am  making  a  donation  (if  in 
honor  or  memory  of,  please  enclose  : 
names  and  addresses  of  persons  to  i 
be  notified) 


SE  Statistics  Turn  Upward 

A  total  of  5,511  students  enrolled  for  10,379  Seminary 
Extension  courses  during  1990-91,  according  to  the 
year  end  report.  Both  figures  represent  increases  over; 
comparable  figures  for  the  previous  year. 

The  numbers  for  Seminary  Extension  centers  increased 
by  about  five  percent,  while  those  for  correspondence 
study  dropped  slightly.  Centers  were  active  ih  345 
locations,  including  at  least  36  states  and  three  foreign 
countries.  Independent  study  students  could  be  found 
in  most  of  the  50  states  and  1 9  foreign  countries. 

North  Carolina,  Texas,  and  Tennessee  continued  to 
lead  all  other  states  in  numbers  of  centers  and  stu¬ 
dents.  North  Carolina  had  72  centers  and  1,214  stu¬ 
dents,  Texas  38  and  956,  and  Tennessee  25  and  320. 

Other  leading  states  included  Kentucky  (9;  224),  Mis¬ 
sissippi  (16;  207),  and  Florida  (13;  201).  California 
and  Missouri  tied  with  1 5  centers  and  1 79  students 
each. 

Persons  interested  in  learning  more  about  what  Semi¬ 
nary  Extension  can  offer  should  contact  Richard  Bro¬ 
gan,  968-3800,  Ext.  3961. 


MISSISSIPPI  PRAYERGRAM 

March  5-March  19,1 992 

•  Pray  for  Nela  Hqrak  Williams,  a  native  of  Yugoslavia, 
whose  missionary  husband  was  killed  in  an  automobile 
accident  several  years  ago.  She  continues  to  he  a  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  missionary  and  she  returned  to  Zagreb,  capi¬ 
tal  of  Croatia,  on  Jan.  1,  before  a  cease-fire  had  taken 
place. 

•  Pray  for  the  witness  of  Christian  Russian  immigrants  in 
Israel,  that  Israelis  will  be  open  to  hearing  the  gospel. 

•  Pray  for  the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Missions,  that  this 
special  emphasis  will  result  in  personal  witnessing  and 
church  planting,  as  well  as  prayer  and  money  offerings. 

•  Pray  for  James  Cook  of  Talbotton,  GA.  He  asks  for 
prayer  to  prepare  his  people  to  boldly  and  intelligently 
witness  to  4,000-5,000  Muslims  who  will  be  moving  to 
the  area.  A  university  and  a  mosque,  along  with  100 
homes  and  shopping  mall  are  to  be  built  on  the  192 
acres.  A  Muslim  seminary  will  be  a  part  of  the  university. 

•  Pray  for  Joan  Leggett  of  Linderwood,  NJ,  a  church 
planter  for  a  Baptist  association  in  Pennsylvania  and  one 
in  New  Jersey.  Two  needs  of  the  area  are:  1 .  Sponsoring 
churches  for  new  missions;  2.  Short  and  long  term  volun¬ 
teers  and  bivocational  pastors  to  help  start  work  and  ‘ 
strengthen  existing  ministries. 

•  Pray  for  Annual  Meeting  of  WMU  of  Mississippi  to  be 
held  at  First  Church,  Clinton,  on  March  16  and  17. 

Thank  God  for  the  ministry  of  WMU  over  the  past  103 
year  of  its  history. 

•  Pray  for  Mississippi's  governmental  officials  as  the  year 
progresses  ,  that  they  make  wise  and  godly  choices  for 
our  state. 

•  Continue  to  pray  for  the  Mississippi-Zimbabwe  Partner¬ 
ship.  Pray  especially  for  Hiram  and  Shirley  Powell,  on- 
the-field  coordinators  for  the  partnership.  Pray  that  their 
work  permit  will  come  through  soon  and  for  them  as 
they  prepare  "the  massive  house  for  themselves  and  the 
groups  that  will  come." 

•  A  suggestion:  Clip  prayergrams  from  HouseTops  to  be 
used  individually,  as  families  and  as  churches  iYT# 


The  Annuity  Board  is  offering  you  a  FREE  property  evaluation  for 
your  church  or  association  office.  Our  new  Church  Property  &  . 
Casualty  Program  offers  you: 


TUESDAY,  MARCH  31,  1992 

Skyroom,  Baptist  Building 

To  help  pastors  and  children's  worship  leaders  to 
understand  children  and  their  concept  of  worship 

To  decide  how  to  determine  needs  and  to 
provide  worship  experiencesfptchildren 

To  learn  how  to  us^rtSEjjlVWdk$^unday 
School  Board  m in vVWwe n  in 
worship  experienattf  /  (  UM 1  \\  V\ 


•Comprehensive  Coverage 
•Affordable  Prices 
•Personal  Service 


We're  building  a  program  just  for  you! 

Call  1-800-321-5754  for  your  FREE  property  evaluation 


(  Buck,  FBC, 
idrroor;  and 
low  Grove, 


BAPTIST  NURSING  FELLOWSHIP  OF 
MISSISSIPPI  REPORTS  THESE 
SPECIAL  MINISTRIES  OPPORTUNITIES 


LUNCTO  \\}  U 
"HOW  TO  USPCfcJfi'WORSHIP 
RESOURCE  KIT" 

"HELPING  CHILDREN  UNDER¬ 
STAND  CONVERSION" 


1 .  Rolled  Bandages: 

Martha  Hagood,  missionary  doctor,  requests  Rolled  Ban¬ 
dages  for  the  hospital  in  Eku,  Nigeria,  where  she  ser  es. 

Directions:  Clean  sheets,  torn  in  three  to  four-inch  strips, 
rolled  and  tied,  make  excellent  bandages  for  the  patients. ' 

Mail  your  packages  to: 

The  Pain  Clinic 
320  S.  Gloster  Street 
Tupelo,  MS  38801 

We  appreciate  Dr.  John  W.  McFadden,  former  missionary 
doctor  to  Nigeria,  for  mailing  these  supplies. 

2.  Children's  Chewable  Vitamins: 

Caroline  Connerly,  RN,  missionary  to  Peru,  states,  "These 
vitamins  are  greatly  needed  here  and  will  be  used  in  the 
most  productive  way."  PLEASE  REMOVE  ALL  PRICE  TAGS 
FROM  BOXES  AND  WRITE  DONATION  ON  EACH  BOX. 
This  keeps  down  large  extra  fees  being  imposed  on  the 
missionaries. 

Send  these  vitamins  for  the  children  of  Peru  to: 

Mrs.  Mary  Lou  Davis 
Route  2,  Box  161 N 
Carrollton,  MS  38917 
Home  Phode:  237  6964- 

Vitamins  are  also  needed  for  the  children  of  the  Rio 
Grande.  Send  them  to: 

Mrs.  Delores  York 

am _ «  n _ on  r 


Please  mail  eyeglasses  to: 

Mrs.  Mary  Lou  Davis 
Route  2,  Box  161N 
Carrollton,  MS  38917 
Home  Phone:  237  6964 

(Mrs.  Davis  is  the  missionary  nurse  liaison  chairperson  for 
BNF.) 

4.  Children's  Village:  Towels,  washcloths,  single  bed 
linens,  and  pillows,  are  needed  for  a  cottage  which  houses 
unwed  mothers  and  older  teenage  girls.  Toiletries  (Q  Tips 
etc.)  house  slippers  (medium  size),  pantyhose  (medium 
and  large),  and  T-shirts  in  large  sizes  are  needed  for  the 
unwed  mothers.  No  baby  or  maternity  clothes  are  need¬ 
ed.  Any  used  clothing  (jeans  etc.)  in  good  condition  can 
be  used  by  the  older  teenagers. 

You  may  take  items  to  the  Social  Services  Office  at  the  Vil¬ 
lage,  Monday  through  Friday.  The  address  is: 


Registration  Form 


March  31,1992 


Phone. 


Name _ 

Address _ 

City _ 

Church _ 

Your  Position 


Enclose  this  form  with  your  registration  fee  and  mail  to: 
Linda  Reeves* P.O.  Box  530*Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 
Make  check  payable  to  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board.  Registration  fee  is  needed  by  March24. 


Hymnbooks  Needed 


Social  Services  Office 
Baptist  Children's  Village 
805  Flag  Chapel  Village 

You  may  mail  items  to  the  following  address:  (first  class) 

Social  Services  Office 
Baptist  Children's  Village 
P.O.  Box  27 
Clinton,  MS  39060 

UPS:  805  Flag  Chapel  Road,  Jackson,  MS  39209 

BNF  of  Mississippi  is  sponsored  by  Woman's  Missionary 
Union,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  P.O.  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205. 

Phone:  968-3800. 

BNF  Contact  Person:  Mrs.  Jimmy  McCaleb 
BWfcYW  Consultant 


Does  your  church  have  hymnbooks  that  are 
not  being  used?  We  have  a  request  for  used 
hymnbooks  in  good  condition.  If  you  can 
help  with  this  request,  please  contact: 


Route  1 ,  Box  93-E 
La  Feria,  Texas  78559 

(Delores  is  the  Health  Care  Coordinator  for  the  Rio  ' 
Grande  Valley  Area  Ministry,  the  Texas  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion) 

3.  Used  eyeglasses  are  needed  by  the  missionary  nurse, 
Jeni  Hester,  in  Columbia.  As  she  goes  into  the  rural  areas 
conducting  clinics,  she  takes  a  box  of  glasses.  People  try 


Cooperative  Missions  Department 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
P.O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 
Phone:  (601 )  968-3800,  Ext.  3961 


Mississippi  Baptist  Secretaries  Conference 

“Fill  My'C«F*» 

Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton 
April  13-14,  1992 


The  Mississippi-Zimbabwe 
Partnership  office  is  organizing  an 
evangelism  team  for  travel  to  Africa,  May  11 
28.  Volunteers  are  needed  for  both  evange¬ 
lists  and  laypersons.  Cost  of  the  trip  is 
$2,350  which  includes  insurance,  air  travel 
lodging,  food,  and  field  side  transportation. 
For  more  information,  contact  Bill  Hardy, 
partnership  coordinator,  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205,  phone  968-3800. 


SKILL  AMD  PERSONAL 
DEVELOPMENT.  .  . 

to  enable  church,  associate onaJ  and  agency  secretaries  to  be 
partners  In  the  ministry  of  the  denomination. 

REGISTRATION:  $25.00... 

covers  cost  of  meals,  lodging,  and  materials.  This  fee  is  refundable  if 
cancellation  is  received  prior  to  April  1 ,  1 992.  You  may  choose  not  to 
stay  overnight  and  purchase  meals  as  needed.  Cost  of  materials  $2.00. 


'Helping  to  Win..."  cont.  from  front  of  HT 


•  Multihousing 

•  Inner  cities 

•  New  towns  and  communities 


•  Different  folk  neighborhoods  or  pockets  of  people 

How  should  we  plant  churches/church- type 
missions? 


A  church  can  sponsor  a  congregation  or  assist  in  reaching 
people  in  several  ways: 

•  Prayer  and  dependence  on  God 

•  Every  church  participating  in  congregational 
sponsorship 

•  Church  members'  commitment  to  missions 

•  Volunteer  involvement  in  church  planting 

•  Individual  response  to  God's  call  to  mission  service 

•  Increased  giving  through  the  Cooperative  Program  and 
Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering 

•  Use  of  resources  available  through  your  association, 
state  convention,  and  HMB 

Your  church  can  be  one  of  the  sponsoring  churches  or  a 
co-sponsoring  church  needed  at  this  time  (secure  more 
information  from  the  Cooperative  Missions  Department, 
MBCB). 


FIVE  STUDY  come 

The  Secretary:  Partners  in  Church  Growth  •  A 

*  A  Manual  of  Style  •  Fundamentals  of  Filing 


OTHER  HIGHLIGHTS. . . 

Simultaneous  conferences:  Balancing  Home  and  Worft^ fh  WWPeWiffSfs  • 
Retirement/Insurance/Salary /Tax  Information  •  Personal  Safety  •  Introduction  to  Computers 
General  Sessions:  devotional  thoughts  •  personal  financial  management  •  help  in  being  a  witnessing  secretary 
using  spiritual  gifts  •  mental/physical  health 

Small  group  sessions  for:  all  types  of  church  secretaries  in  all  types  of  job  situations 


For  more  information  concerning  this  conference,  please  contact: 

Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  Department  •  P  0  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205  •  (601)968-3800 


STATE 

YOUNG  MUSICIAN'S 

CHORAL  FESTIVAL 


RESPONSE  FORM 

We  want  to  help  reach  Mississippi  by  sponsoring  a  mission 

congregation.  We  are  interested  in  being  a _ .sponsor, 

_ _ co-sponsor.  Please  let  us  know  where  a  mission 

church  is  needed  and  how  we  can  help. 


MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE  COLISEUM,  CLINTON,  MS 
APRIL  4,  1 992  8:45  a.m. — 1 :30  p.m. 

\  Guest  Conductor — Rhonda  Edge  Buescher 

Music  faculty.  Southwestern  Baptist  * 

Theological  Seminary, 

Fort  Worth,  TX  $ 


CHURCH  NAME 

ADDRESS  _ 

CITY _ 

PHONE _ 


STATE  _ 
PASTOR 


Guests  are  invited  to  the  program  from  1 : 00— 1:30  p.m 


Your  Associations!  Director  of  Missions  and 

Cooperative  Missions, 

MBCB  •P.O.Box  530*|ackson,  MS  39205-0530 


Contact  the  Church  Music  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  (968-3800)  for  a  list  of  the  music  to 
be  memorized  and  a  registration  form. 
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Letters  to  the  editor 


Participants  in  genocide?  1  am  not  writing  this  letter  to  place  Historical  Commission  of  the  SBC) 
~  ®  "  guilt.  There  is  plenty  of  guilt  to  go  states:  "They  reached  four  basic  con- 

Editor :  around,  and  it  does  not  begin  and  end  elusions :  1 )  admission  standards  for 

I  read  “Letters  to  the  Editor”  which  with  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  of  our  membership  should  be  high;  2) 
appeared  in  the  Record  of  Jan.  30.  The  government.  I  do  know  that  the  blood  believer’s  baptism  is  essential  for 
comments  about  abortion  were  that  it  of  the  innocent  children  is  being  shed  membership  and  helps  safeguard  this 
was  not  directly  condemned  in  Scrip-  (180,000  in  Mississippi  and  1,000  add-  regenerate  nature  of  church  life;  3) 
tures  and  that  abortion  was  no  dif-  ed  per  month)  for  our  joint  guilt  and  church  members  should  consistently 
ferent  than  any  other  sin,  i.e.  their  blood  stains  Mississippi  and  meet  biblical  requirements  for  doc- 
fornication.  cries  to  the  God  of  heaven  for  trinal  soundness,  moral  purity, 

This  theology  is  that  from  which  vengeance  spiritual  growth,  covenant  relation- 

collapsed  nations  are  made  Nations,  As  for  jaji  jt  may  ^  the  most  ship,  and  active  ministry;  and  4) 

including  nations  of  God  s  people,  are  of  dwelling  places  in  the  face  discipline  should  be  administered  for 

reduced  to  the  ash  heap  of  history  due  of  institutionalized  mass  murder  of  serious  failure  to  meet  the  covenan- 
to  the  type  of  doctnne.  Read  Psalms  more  helpless,  innocent,  and  tal  expectations  of  church  member- 

106:34-41  and  II  Kings  24:1-4  for  ex-  children  ship.” 

amples  of  Gods  judgment  on  “his  peo-  q  Roy  McMillan  It  seems  that  most  churches  have 

pie”  who  disobey  him  while  practic-  Jackson  left  three  of  the  four  basic  conclusions 

ing  the  human  sacrifice  of  their  and  this  is  a  great  tragedy.  Today 

children.  there  are  many  churches  with 

As  to  whether  or  not  the  Bible  D  ,  i  e  wrii  members  who  give  no  evidence  of  be- 

directly  condemns  abortion,  I  point  i>OOK  requested  lor  W  V  ing  regenerate.  It  is  time  for  Baptists 

out  the  Sixth  Commandment,  “Thou  Editor:  today  to  return  to  those  high  stan- 

Shall  Not  Do  Murder.”  Enough  said.  My  name  js  Richard  Harris-  I  am  dards  and  take  positive  and  practical 


Mrs.  Kaye  Hodge,  right,  presents  a  portrait  to  Ervin  and  Ruth  Brown  during  the 
Browns’  retirement  celebration  at  First  Church,  Hernando  Feb.  23. 


Northwest  honors  Browns 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 

Northwest  Association  held  a  retire-  the  Mississippi  Directors  of  Missions ; 
ment  celebration  on  Sunday  after-  Bob  Maddux,  pastor  at  Coldwater  and 
noon,  Feb.  23,  honoring  Ervin  and  moderator  of  the  Northwest  Associa 
Ruth  Brown.  He  retired  March  1  after  tion;  and  J.  B.  Bell,  friend  of  the 
30  years  as  director  of  missions  and  Browns.  • 

she  as  office  manager  for  the  associa-  The  55  churches  of  the  association 
tion  for  17  years.  had  collected  a  love  offering  for  the 

The  two-hour  program  at  First  Browns  which  amounted  to  $6,300  that 
Church,  Hernando,  featured  Bill  day  presented  by  Maddux.  Every  day 
Causey,  executive  director,  Mississip-  since  then,  additional  offerings  have 
pi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  in  a  arrived  from  churches  and  in- 
Celebration  Message.  Causey  said,  “A  di victuals  as  gifts  to  the  Browns.  Other 
man  can’t  do  anything  by  gifts  from  the  association  included  a 
himself . . .  There  will  never  be  a  book  of  memories.  Edsel  Bone,  chair- 
great  pastor  without  great  laypeople  man  of  the  Celebration  Committee 
or  great  laypeople  without  a  great  presided  over  the  ceremonies, 
pastor  ...  He  ( Brown)  could  not  have  A  portrait  of  the  Browns  was  given 
kept  all  these  churches  laboring  to  them  by  Mrs.  Kaye  Hodge.  A  quilt 
together  in  this  way  all  these  years  with'  squares  representing  various 
without  the  Spirit  of  God  in  him.”  churches  and  an  autographed  pillow 

Northwest  Association  has  55  chur-  both  came  from  Eudora  Church.  The 
ches.  Brown  helped  to  get  23  of  those  pillow  was  presented  by  Mrs.  W.  A. 
churches  started  and  was  beginning  Earnheart.  A  photo  album  was  pre¬ 
mission  pastor  of  five  of  them.  One  of  sented  by  Mrs.  Verlie  House,  and  other 
the  23  was  First  Church,  Nesbit.  The  personal  gifts,  including  watches. 
Men’s  Quartet  from  the  church  were  presented  by  Pastor  Bone, 
presented  Celebration  Music.  Others  on  the  Celebration  Commit- 

Special  guests  present  to  extend  ex-  tee  included  Charles  Cavanaugh, 
pressions  of  appreciation  were  Mayor  David  Holmes,  Jim  Craig,  Robert 
Wilson  L.  Douglas  of  Hernando;  Dan-  Miller,  and  Mrs.  LaWanda  Wade, 
ny  Phillips,  president  of  the  Rotary  Brown  has  accepted  a  position  as 
Club;  Art  Leslie,  director  of  missions,  minister  of  senior  adults  at  Colonial 
Grenada  Association  and  president  of  Hills  Church,  Southaven. 


jauea  nuy  umes  ior  peaceiuuy  enter-  might  know  of  ^tiring  pastors  or  biblical  repentance.  But  due  to  the 
ing  onto  the  private  properties  of  the  paStors  and  churches  that  periodical-  misuse  of  church  discipline  years  ago 
human  exterminators  in  peaceful  ef-  jy  cjean  books  from  their  libraries.  It  most  Southern  Baptist  churches  have 
forts  to  “rescue  the  perishing  ”  could  ^  a  good  mission  project  for  completely  dismissed  its  practice  and 
I  have  years  of  experience  in  all  them  send  those  voiumes  to  our  act  as  if  it  were  not  even  in  Scripture, 
areas  of  pro-life  involvement.  People  association,  and  we  can  give  them  to  *  Matt.  18:15-20;  I  Cor.  5:1-12;  II  Thess. 
ask  me  often,  “What  is  it  going  to  take  pastors  who  could  use  and  need  them.  3:6-10,  I  Tim.  5:20;  Titus  1:13  and 
to  end  abortion?”  My  first  thought  These  books  could  be  shipped  UPS  3:10;  Rev.  2:14-16,  20).  As  a  result, 
from  a  practical  point  is,  “Tb  get  the  ^,e  association  office  which  is  many  Christians  have  suffered  and 
Baptists  out  of  the  abortion  mills.”  located  in  my  home  We  will  distribute  the  church  has  been  dishonored 
The  complicity  of  the  Baptists  in  the  them  because  biblical  discipline  and 

genocide  of  God’s  precious,  perishing  epnd  ^  r  inner  Ohio  Valiev  BaDtist  restoration  have  been  forsaken  for  the 

prebom  as  employees  and  “clients”  is  Associ^iof  Rt  1  Box  125,  sake  of  peace  at  all  cost.  The  only  per 

absolutely  enormous !  Christians  are  Triadelphia  WV  26059  son  in  the  church  likely  to  be  disciplin- 

sacrificing  their  children  to  the  pagan  Richard  Harris  ed  today  is  the  pastor  and  most  of  the 

gods  of  convenience,  reputations,  and  time  the  way  it  is  handled  is  un¬ 
materialism,  right  along  with  the  biblical.  The  writer  of  Hebrews  says: 

heathen.  If  you  don’t  believe  me,  join  .  r  i  “Make  level  paths  for  your  feet,  so 

me  one  Saturday  morning.  Heritage  torsaken  that  the  lame  may  not  be  disabled,  but 

The  holy  wrath  of  a  holy  and  l  .Llirrup(!  rather  healed”  Heb.  12:13.  Here  he  is 

righteous  God  must  be  kindled  uj  CI1U1  c  calling  Christians  to  a  godly  conduct 

against  persons  who  “choose”  to  offer  Editor :  that  will  help,  rather  than  hinder,  the 

their  children  and  grandchildren  to  a  It  is  sad  that  most  Southern  Baptist  spiritual  and  moral  welfare  of  others, 

torturous  death  as  well  as  those  who  churches  have  forsaken  the  Baptist  especially  those  crippled  by  sin  who 
“choose”  not  to  be  involved  as  well  as  heritage  concerning  church  member-  waver  in  the  Christian  faith, 
a  nation  that  protects  the  killers  and  ship.  As  the  pamphlet:  Responsible  Thomas  Winn 

imprisons  rescuers.  Church  Membership  ( produced  by  the  Brookhaven 

Evangelical  leaders  note  significant  timing 
of  Frohnmayer’s  resignation  as  NEA  chairman 

By  Tom  Strode 

WASHINGTON  (BP) —  Evangelic-  Christian  Life  Commission,  repeated-  did,”  Wildmon  said.  homosexual-oriented,  and  sacrileg 

al  leaders  say  the  timing  of  John  ly  called  for  his  dismissal  as  part  of  “I  personally  think  they  will  prob-  ious  presentations  by  performance  ai 
Frohnmayer’s  announcement  of  his  a  reformation  of  the  NEA.  ably  wait  until  after  the  election  tists  such  as  A^e  Spnnkle,  Holl 

resignation  as  chairman  of  the  con-  “I  believe  that  the  Christian  Life  before  they  make  that  appointment,  Hughes,  K^ren  Finley,  John  Flecl 

troversial  National  Endowment  for  Commission  and  other  evangelical  Wildmon  said.  “After  the  election,  ob-  and  Tun  Miller, 

the  Arts  is  significant.  groups  softened  Mr.  Frohnmayer  up  viously  they’re  going  to  have  more  -  Poison,  a  movie  with  ‘unabasi 

Frohnmayer  announced  his  and  Pat  Buchanan  delivered  the  freedom  to  do  whatever  they’re  want-  ed  homoeroticism  as  its  wnter 
resignation  Feb.  21,  three  days  after  knockout  punch  in  New  Hampshire,”  ing  to  do.”  _  director  T^d  Hayn^  desenbed I  it 

President  George  Bush’s  unim-  said  Richard  D  Land,  executive  direc  Controversy  over  NEA  grants  ex-  Homosexual  film  festi  als  in  si 

pressive  victory  over  Pat  Buchanan  in  tor  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven-  jsted  before  Frohnmayer’s  appoint-  Cl^-  f  Choice  ”  „  ni^eron 
the  Republican  primary  in  New  tion’s  moral  issues  and  religious  liber  mant  by  President  Bush  in  October  ....  thevi 

Hampshire.  The  day  prior  to  the  an-  ty  agency.  1989.  Robert  Mapplethorpe’s 

nouncement,  Buchanan  cited  the  “I  think  he  was  fired  for  the  same  homoerotic  photographs  and  Andres 

NEA  in  lashing  out  at  the  president  reasons  he  was  hired  —  that  is  polit-  Serrano’s  photograph  of  a  crucifix  ....  _ J1}***}*”^**^ ’  ^ 

for  his  unfaithfulness  to  conservative  ical  reasons,”  said  Don  Wildmon,  submergedin  urine,  both  included  in  otecenities ^twas  presented  on  th 

Republicans.  president  of  Uje  American  Family  grants  approved  before  Frohnmayer.  K 

Frohnmayer  served  nearly  two  and  Association  He  waa  a  stone  around  attractedwidespread  public  attention  refused  to  broai 

a  half  yeare  as  chairman.  His  yeare  the  president’s  neck  that  the  president  at  about  the  time  he  became  many  PBS  staUons  refused  to  broa< 

were  marked  by  criticism  from  some  couldn’t  have  during  an  election  year  chairman.  I  ™-  from  rstv  a  mpi 

=&,i2s=lsj25  *2'rfiMEtrs tsfn 


Churches  adopt  Expanded  Annuity  Plan 

The  following  churches  have  adopted  the  Expanded  Annuity  Plan  since  those 
reported  in  the  February  6  issue  of  the  Baptist  Record:  Hinds-Madison:  Twin 


The  smallest  church  in  the  world 
designated  as  a  cathedral  is  Christ 
Catholic  Church  in  Highlandville.  Mo. 
It  seats  18. 


FOR  SALE:  1967  Silver  Eagle. 
46-passenger  bus.  Overhauled 
engine  —  25,000  miles.  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  P.  O.  Box  780,  Yazoo  Ci¬ 
ty.  MS  39194.  (601)  746-2471. 


NEEDED:  Mature  Summer 
CAMP  DIRECTOR  (male  or  fe¬ 
male  or  couple  to  serve  as  direc¬ 
tor/counselor).  Five  weeks  of 
camp  July  6- August  7.  Minimum 
requirements  —  1  year  college.  21 
years  old.  Camping  experience 
helpful,  but  not  necessary.  Camp 
located  in  Charleston  area.  Send 
cover  letter  and  resume’  to  David 
Crowe,  Route  1,  Box  27 -A,  Enis,  MS 
38927.  (661)  623-7919.  Must  be  re¬ 
ceived  by  April  L 


imperial 


PAGE  8  BAPTIST  RECORD 


Thursday.  March  5,  1892 


Just  for  the  Record 


Southern  alumni 
name  Patterson 
“most  distinguished” 

The  Alumni  Advisory  Council  of 
Southern  Seminary’s  Alumni  Associa- 
tion  has  selected  Marjean  Patterson 
as  recipient  of  the 
Distinguished 
Alumni  Award  for 
1992.  The  Distin- 
'JL-  guished  Alumni 

TBL  Award  is  the 

uH  highest  honor 

given  by  the  Alum- 
/WT-'  /frfvi  ni  Association  and 
i  /T  'vi  >s  among  the  most 

rfl BB9HHH  prestigious  honors 

_  _  .  Patterson  associated  with  .  . 

unanimously  to  recommend  the  pro-  nominate  Herb  Cotton,  a  layman  from  Southern  Semi-  C*lva«y  Church,  Pascagoula,  held  homecoming  and  notebuming  services  on  Jan 

gram  statement  to  the  full  Executive  Anchorage,  who  had  been  proposed  t>y  nary.  26-  °n  program  were  Byron  Mathis,  James  Miller,  Mrs.  Joyce  Mathis,  Hubert  Greer, 

Committee,  where  it  also  passed  Alaska  convention  executive  Bill  The  award  will  be  presented  to  Miss  and  Buddy  Mathis.  Pictured  are,  left  to  right,  George  Berger,  pastor;  W.  E. 'Vtoungbtood; 
without  dissent.  McMillan  said  his  Duncan.  Patterson  during  the  Southern  Baptist  Frank  El,zey;  Edith  Youngblood;  John  Lewis;  Byron  Mathis,  former  pastor;  and  Sam 

motion  to  invite  WMU  to  pursue  legal  Allen  is  editor,  Maryland  BAPTIST  Convention  in  Indianapolis.  This  Jones-  deacon  chairman. 

steps  to  become  an  SBC  agency  would  TRUE  UNION  and  Dilday  writes  for  presentation  will  be  made  at  the  4 

give  the  auxiliary  an  opportunity  to  RELIGIOUS  HERALD,  Virginia.  Southern  Seminary  reunion  luncheon  .  « * 

assure  Southern  Baptists  it  does  not  Marx  Knox,  editor  of  the  WESTERN  to  be  held  at  the  Hilton  in  downtown 

intend  to  alter  its  commitment  ex-  RECORDER.  Kentucky,  also  con-  Indianapolis  on  June  10.  >  jSST’  *'  jfcv 

clusively  to  SBC  causes  tributed  to  this  report.  Miss  Patterson  was  born  in  Atlan-  ,  ,r  „  ’  IP*  ■ 

"We  have  a  real  need  here."  he  said  .  ta,  Ga  She  received  a  bachelor  of  arts  TJrJrrl 

"If  we  are  going  to  be  in  the  same  laOttlU  JVlOOn  degree  from  Carsoo-Newman  College,  m*M  %  ...  Ik-  SWr 


master  of  religious  education  degree  s.v;'1’,. -  j  YxOp  ‘"Hs 

from  Carver  School  of  Missions,  now  ■•4-' ,v*  • .'  *  ■/y,“  ’’  ’  *  ^apF  ▼  t,. 

a  part  of  Southern  Seminary,  and  a 

master  of  education  degree  from  ‘ 

Mississippi  College.  A  j.  M 

for  \ 

Baptists  in  1957,  and  became  ex- 

ecutive  director  of  Mississippi’s  Pictured  are  members  of  the  Clarke  College  Student  Wives’  Organization  for 

Woman’s  Missionary  Union  in  1971.  the  199192  school  term.  This  group  is  composed  of  wives  of  ministerial  students 

at  CC  who  wish  to  participate.  Objectives  are  to  plan  and  work  together  in  learning 
how  to  juggle  classes,  family,  and  church  responsibilities.  Many  of  these  young  women 
j  .  j  i  |  .  function  alongside  their  husbands  in  music  ministry  positions  as  well  as  in  other  leader- 

Liinaa  J  enkins  ship  positions.  Standing,  left  to  right,  are:  Sheila  Harabison,  Becky  Myers,  Toni  Adams, 

l  0  P  Mrs.  Jerri  Dent,  sponsor,  Cartene  Authement,  Sheila  Harvell  and  Debra  Dean;  seated, 

Observes  «5j  years,  Melanie  Fanguy,  Cristal  Woodard,  and  Madge  Atkinson. 


I/  The  church  organ  group  of  Jackson  The  Southern 

is  presenting  an  organ  workshop  on  La.,  will  be  pres 
church  March  7,  at  St.  Paul’s  Catholic  cert  March  7,  a 
Church.  The  guest  clinician  is  Ben-  Natchez,  7  p.m 
jamin  Harlan,  associate  professor  of  ijfe  Actlon  gy 
music  at  New  Orleans  Seminary.  Michigan, ,  will 
Registration  wiU  begin  at  8:30  a  m.  You’re  too  Your 
with  the  workshop  beginning  at  9  Grove  church  i 
a.m.-l  p.m.  A  complimentary  lunch  on  March  8 
wiU  be  served.  Reservations  must  be  Blackard  is  pat 
made  by  March  6.  For  your  reserva-  _  ‘ 

tion,  call  981-9590  for  the  Jackson  area  .  State  Boulevi 
or  1-800-783-3056.  The  Music  Box  of  “  Planning  to 
Jackson  will  have  a  music  display  celebration  we 
available  St.  Paul's  Catholic  Church  ruvfr^*ry  ®°  ^ 
is  located  on  Lakeland  Drive  —  11  include  a  Satur 
miles  east  of  1-55.  service  of  prea 


ly  observed  her  35th  year  on  the  staff 
of  First  Church,  Yazoo  City.  She  was 
called  by  First  Church  Feb.  15,  1957, 
during  the  ministry  of  Harold  A. 


to  fell  on 


selling  or  storing  intoxicating  liquor. 

HB  M3  would  increase  penalities  for  violation  of  state  drug  laws. 

HB  72*  would  create  immunily  for  certain  school  employees  lor  reporting  drug  use  In 
good  faith  and  disciplining  students 

HB  S69  would  establish  the  Anti-Drug  Abuse  AM  of  1992 


15  PASSENGER  CHURCH  VANS 

We  have  the  largest  selection  of  15  passenger 
church  vans  in  Mississippi  -  new  and  used. 
DUB  HERRING  FORD-LINCOLN-MERCURY 
DUB  HERRING  CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH-DODGE 

Call  the  Hotline  1  -800-776-5497 

Ask  for  DONNIE  COUNTS  -  Fleet  Manager,  or  write  to 
600  Hwy.  1 1  South,  Picayune,  MS  39466 


Missionary 

news 


Gambling:  HB  7t7  would  allow  local  option  election  on  pari  mutuel  gambling  on  hone  racing  in  a 
county 

HB  71*  would  allow  local  option  election  on  pan-mutael  gambling  on  dog  racing  in  a 

county 

HB  719  would  authorize  pari  mutuel  betting  and  off-track  betting  at  dog  and  hone  nc 


Jerald  and  Elaine  Perrlll,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Thailand,  are  in  the  States 
(address;  1621  Plymouth  Dr,  Irving, 
77771),  H»  was  born  in 


Texas  75061 )  ■■ _ 

Ellsworth,  Kan.  She  is  the  former 
Elaine  Fortenberry  of  Monticello. 


SB  2499  would  prohibit  bingo  games  on  Sunday 

SB  2SS*  Mould  allow  the  city  of  BUoati  to  Ux  gaming  vessels 

Ubsi.-mn !  HB  *77  would  revise  certain  definitions  to  strengthen  the  state  obscenity  laws 

other  SB  2496  would  require  a  vote  of  people  involved  on  municipal  annexation. 

SB  2532  would  prohibit  possession  of  certain  weapons  upon  elementary,  vocational, 
secondary  school  grounds 

—  Compiled  b;  Paul  Jones,  director  and  Beth  Holmes,  consultant,  of  tl 
hrtstian  Action  Commission,  MBC. 


14  ]§y  *  sound  absorbing  panels 

‘  iKfafT  -Bi  •  locking  casters 

i  V •*',  *VV \\  *  comPle,ely  portable  and  versatile 

-■i’C'Z  ’  avaiiable  in  a  variety  of  finishes  and 

L  colors 

•  perfect  for  temporary  Sunday  School 
or  small  group  use 

Available  from  Mississippi  School  Supply  Company. 
Call  Patty  Self  at  948-8600  or  800-222-7698. 


PEWS— PULPITS 
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Gulf  Coast  ——  .  ,  , - 

adds  counselor  M31T1CS  lfl  th6  H6WS 


to  staff 


A  Bible  reading  was  held  on  the  steps  of  the  State  Capitol  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
March  1.  The  Scripture  was  read  from  a  tour  Bible  which  is  making  stops  all  over 
the  country  in  advance  of  a  National  Convocation  on  the  Bible,  April  21-2%  in  NashviNe. 
A  group  erf  children  from  First  Church,  Jackson,  are  pictured  reciting  their  favorite 
Bible  i 


Tour  Bible 
stops  in  Jackson 


Employees  at  the  Baptist  Building  held 
a  Bible  reading  from  the  tour  Bible  on 
Monday  morning.  Pictured  is  Ruby 
Russell,  secretary.  Office,/  of 
Communication. 


Staff  changes 


Beginning  March  1,  Gulf  Coast 
Association  is  offering  a  Christian 
counseling  ministry  under  direction  of 
Ed  Dowdy.  Dowdy  will  serve  as  a 
part-time  member  of  the  association 
staff. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  Carson-Neman 
College  and  New  Orleans  Seminary 
and  holds  advanced  degrees  in 
pastoral  counseling,  with  a 
background  of  32  years  experience  in 
the  field. 

He  has  served  as  chaplain  at  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Hospital,  Jackson, 
and  Veterans  Administration  hos¬ 
pitals  in  Florida,  Virginia,  Oklahoma, 
and  Mississippi.  He  is  presently  serv¬ 
ing  on  the  staff  of  the  V.A.  Hospital  in 
Buodti  and  Gulfport. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dowdy  are  natives  of 
Florida,  and  are  members  of  FBC, 
Gulfport,  where  Mrs.  Dowdy,  the 
former  Betty  Jo  Buie,  serves  on  the 
church  staff  as  computer  specialist 
and  office  manager. 

The  counseling  service  will  be  of¬ 
fered  to  individuals  and  families  as  re¬ 
quested.  The  fees  will  be  nominal  and 
vary  in  accordance  with  the  person’s 
ability  to  pay. 


Perkins 


Perry  Clifton  (Cliff)  Perkins  has 
been  called  as  interim  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Yazoo  City.  He  served  as 
pastor  at  First 
Church,  Green¬ 
wood,  until  1975. 
He  was  employed 
by  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention 
Board  as  director 
of  Church-Minister 
Relations  and  An¬ 
nuity  from  1975  un¬ 
til  his  retirement 
in  December  1986. 
The  Yazoo  City 
Church  has  elected  a  pastor  search 
committee  to  seek  a  replacement  for 
James  F.  (Jim)  Yates  who  retired  in 
December  1991  after  serving  more 
than  30  years  as  the  church’s  pastor. 

First  Church,  Calhoun  City,  has 
called  Charles  Keith  May  as  minister 
of  youth  and  education  effective  Feb. 

9.  A  native  of  Clin¬ 
ton,  he  received  his 
education  at  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College 
and  Southwestern 
Seminary.  Keith  is 
the  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  May 
t  of  Clinton.  An¬ 
thony  Kay  is 
pastor  of  First 
Church. 


University  Church,  Hattiesburg, 
will  begin  a  new  era  of  ministry  on 
March  1  with  the  arrival  of  its  new 
pastor,  Richard  L. 
Allison.  He  goes  to 
Hattiesburg  from 
Georgetown,  Ky., 
where  he  was  pas¬ 
tor  of  Georgetown 
Church.  A  native 
of  Elizabethtown, 
Ky.,  he  holds  a 
bachelor  of  arts 
degree  from 
Georgetown  Col- 
Allison  iege;  master  of 

divinity  from  Southern  Seminary; 
and  doctor  of  ministry  from  Lexington 
Seminary.  He  has  led  his  church  in 
ministries  to  Vietnamese  “boat  peo¬ 
ple”  and  Cambodian  refugees,  and 
has  led  his  church  in  expanding  its 
cooperation  with  other  churches  in  the 
community.  A  special  concern  is  stu¬ 
dent  ministry.  The  church  he  most 
recently  pastored  is  the  “college 
church”  for  Georgetown  College. 
Allison  has  served  as  president  of  the 
Tennessee  Baptist  Pastors’  Con¬ 
ference  and  on  the  executive  boards 
of  both  the  Tennessee  and  Kentucky 
conventions.  He  has  been  a  trustee  of 
Carson-Newman  College.  At  George¬ 
town  College  he  has  been  an  adjunct 
professor. 


WHITE  HOUSE 

From  page  3 

the  Ways  and  Means  Committee  Feb. 
12. 

The  reporting  requirement,  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  president’s  recently  in¬ 
troduced  fiscal  1993  budget,  would 
force  churches,  religious  organiza¬ 
tions,  and  other  charitable  groups  to 
report  to  the  IRS  the  name,  address. 
Taxpayer  Identification  Number, 
amount  given  and  the  circumstances 
under  which  contributions  were  made 
on  every  person  who  gave  more  than 
$500  during  the  calendar  year.  The 
Taxpayer  Identification  Number 
usually  is  the  person’s  Social  Securi¬ 
ty  number. 

Evangelical  and  religious  liberty 
groups  in  particular  protested  requir¬ 
ing  churches  to  be  participants  in  the 
government’s  tax-enforcement  pro¬ 
cess  and  burdening  many  churches 
with  unnecessary  work. 

Strode  is  director,  media  St  news  in¬ 
formation,  Washington  office,  CLC. 


Mrs.  Ida  Bagwell  Arnett,  wife  of  the 
late  George  E.  Arnett,  celebrated  her 
100th  birthday  on  March  2.  She  has 
been  a  life-long 
resident  of  Win¬ 
ston  County.  She 
was  baptized  at 
Sulfur  Springs 
Church  in  1916,  and 
has  been  a  charter 
member  of  the 
WMU  at  Poplar 
Flat  Church  in 
!  Louisville.  Mrs. 

m..  Arnett  is  the 

Mrs.  Arnett  mother  of  11 

children,  24  grandchildren,  51  great 
grandchildren,  and  10  great  great 
grandchildren. 

Chris  Cochran,  Hickory,  shares  his 
Praxis  experiences  with  students  and 
faculty  during  a  recent  chapel  service 
at  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  “It 
helped  me  mold 
my  beliefs  and 
hilosophies  about 
uilding  a  church,” 
Cochran  said 
about  the  10-week, 
national  church¬ 
planting  project 
through  the  Home 
Mission  Board. 
Cochran,  a  student 
in  the  Master  of  Divinity  program  at 
the  seminary,  was  assigned  to  plant 
a  church  in  Snellville,  Ga.  (Photo  by 
Kevin  Devine) 

William  Carey  College  will  present 
pianist  Philip  Fortenberry,  a  native  of 
Columbia,  in  concert,  March  12,  8 
p.m.,  in  Smith  Auditorium  of  Thomas 
Fine  Arts  Center  on  the  Hattiesburg 
campus.  Fortenberry  attended 
William  Carey  College  as  a  piano  per¬ 
formance  major  and  earned  the 
bachelor  of  music  degree  While  in 
college  he  was  organist  for  Main 
Street  Church,  Hattiesburg.  Admis¬ 
sion  for  the  concert  is  $4  for  students 
and  $8  for  others. 


Cochran 


In  the  spring  of  1979,  two  years  after 
retiring  as  president  of  Clarke  College,  W. 
L.  Compere  entered  a  unique  retirement 
ministry  —  that  of  a  Scripture  dramatist. 
He  memorized  the  entire  Gospel  of  Mark 
and  began  giving  dramatic  presentations 
of  this  fast  moving  and  dynamic  gospel. 

His  wife  works  as  his  team  mate,  giv¬ 
ing  introductions  and  narrations  for  many 
of  the  presentations.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Com¬ 
pere  are  now  into  their  fifth  year  of  letting 
the  entire  income  from  their  presentation 
go  to  missions.  The  love  offerings  have 
helped  several  churches  in  western  New 
York  State  and  Michigan  with  their 
building  programs. 

Compere,  pictured,  gave  a  dramatic 
presentation  during  chapel  services  at 
Clarke  College  Jan.  22. 

Homecomings 


Holly  Springs  Church,  Brookhaven : 
March  15;  lunch  will  be  served,  follow¬ 
ed  by  a  short  business  meeting  and 
gospel  singing;  Frank  Leggett, 
speaker  ;  Eric  Malone,  music  ;  Glenn 
E.  Mclnnis,  pastor  ;  all  proceeds  go 
the  upkeep  of  the  cemetery  ;  for  a  plot 
in  the  new  part  of  the  cemetery,  con¬ 
tact  Mike  Knight,  Route  8,  Box  281, 
Brookhaven,  MS  39601. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 

i  Van  Winkle 


Talk  not  of  wasted  affection,  affec¬ 
tion  never  was  wasted;  If  it  enrich  not 
the  heart  of  another,  its  waters,  retur¬ 
ning  back  to  their  springs,  like  the 
rain,  shall  fill  them  full  of  refresh 
ment.  —  Henry  Wadsworth 
Longfellow 


folding  doors, 
theater  seats 


Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton.  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 

Wt  r»mod«l  A  paint 


May 


Revival  dates 


Trinity  Church,  Fulton:  March  8-12; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6:50  p.m.;  Mon  - 
Thurs.,  7  p.m.;  Robert  Hamblin, 
Tupelo,  evangelist;  special  music  by 
Trinity  Church  choir;  Howard  M. 
Peak,  pastor. 

Glendale  Church,  Lelahdf  MafCh 
8-11;  Ed  McDaniel,  Trace  Ridge 
Church,  Ridgeland, evangelist;  Mark 
Manning,  Eastwood ;  Church,  In- 
dianola,  music;  Sunday,  11  a.m.;  7 
nightly;  Donald  I.  Pouns,  pastor. 

Concord  Church  (Rankin):  March 
13-15;  Tbm  Fax,  Bethlehem  Church, 
Forkville,  evangelist;  Miss  Susan 
Horton,  Sebastopol  Church, 


Sebastopol,  music;  services,  Fit,  and 
Sat,  7  p.m. ;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6:45 
p.m. ;  LaVerne  Summerlin,  pastor. 

Pleasant  Ridge  Church,  Sturgis: 
March  8-11;  J.  B.  Co6tilow,  Liberty 
Church,  Newton,  evangelist;  Hugh 
Moreland,  Trinity  Church,  West  Point, 
music;  Sunday,  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Larry  Haggard,  pastor. 

County  Line  Church  (Neshoba): 
March  13-15;  Eddie  Ruddick,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Old  Testament  at  Clarke  Col¬ 
lege,  evangelist;  services,  Fri  and 
Sat.,7pim.;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6:30 
p.m.;  Keith  Fulton,  pastor. 


The  New  Property  and  Casualty 
Insurance  Program  From  The 
Annuity  Board  and  Preferred  Risk 
Covers  Everything  From  Here:  . 


All  New. 
Comprehensh  e 
( Coverage. 
Affordable  Prices 
Personal  Ner\  ice. 


To  Here. 
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Life  and  Work 

Forgiving  others 


Bible  Book 

God’s  love,  Israel’s  deceit 


By  Lota  M.  Autry 
Matthew  18:21-35 


By  Charles  Nestor 
Hosea  11:1-*;  12:7.11 


Bill  Denton  in  an  article  in  Pulpit  Helps  told  of  a  store's 
check  cashing  policy:  To  err  is  human,  to  forgive,  $10." 
Many  people  think  of  forgiveness  in  that  way-'Tll  forgive 
you,  but  you're  going  to  have  to  pay  for  what  you  did." 
That's  not  true  forgiveness.  The  true  kind  comes  only  when 
we  take  upon  ourselves  the  pain  caused  to  us,  expecting 
nothing  from  the  one  who  wronged  us. 

A  question  about  forgiveness  (w.  21-22).  We  do  not 
know  what  prompted  Peter's  question.  We  do  know  it  is  one 
we  also  face.  How  often  must  we  forgive  the  same  person? 
Peter,  like  us,  seemed  willing  to  forgive  a  few  times,  but 
when  forgiveness  became  an  habitual  thing  with  the  same 
person  Peter  questioned.  How  long  must  I  keep  doing  this?. 
The  answer  from  Jesus— on  and  on  and  on.  Putting  a  limit 
on  forgiveness,  according  to  Jesus,  is  not  permissible. 

Forgiven  an  overwhelming  debt  (tv.  23-24, 24-27). 
Jesus  gives  us  an  example  of  his  kind  of  forgiveness.  A 
man  owing  an  enormous  debt  was  brought  before  the  king 
to  whom  he  owed  the  debt.  The  man  could  not  pay.  He 
begged  for  mercy.  The  king  forgave  him  his  debt— not  par¬ 
tially— not  with  string  attached— but  totally.  That's  the  way 
God  deals  with  our  sin  debt  when  we  approach  him  for 
mercy  and  forgiveness.  But  then,  what  do  we  do  for  others? 

Failing  to  forgive  a  small  debt  (v.  28).  How  ready  are 
we  to  forgive  those  who  have  wronged  us?  The  forgiven 
servant  did  not  follow  in  the  king's  footsteps.  He  refused  to 
forgive  the  debt  of  a  man  who  owed  him  a  small  amount.  Is 
it  easier  for  us  to  forgive  a  "big"  something  than  a  "little" 
one?  Sometimes,  but  why?  Is  it  because  we  feel  good  about 
ourselves,  thinking  what  a  great  good  we've  done  by  ex¬ 
tending  our  forgiveness  for  that  big  transgression?  Is  that 
ti  ue  forgiveness?  If  God  only  forgave  our  "big”  sins  what 
v  ould  become  of  us  because  of  our  "little"  ones?  God  never 
runs  out  of  forgiveness.  Do  we? 

Following  the  Master's  example  (w.  32-33).  Forgive¬ 
ness  has  been  a  theme  in  the  Bible  from  the  beginning. 
Genesis  50:17  speaks  of  the  brothers  of  Joseph  Peeking  his 
forgiveness  and  it  was  given.  Stephen,  at  his  stoning, 
prayed  "Lord,  lay  not  this  sin  to  their  charge"  (Acts  7:60). 
He  had  followed  the  Master's  example.  Jesus,  on  the  cross 
prayed,  "Father,  forgive  them;  for  they  know  not  what  they 
do"  (Luke  23:34a).  In  our  text  the  forgiven  man  should 
have  followed  his  king's  example.  He  did  not  and  we  learn: 

The  consequences  of  an  unforgiving  spirit  (tv.  34-35). 
The  king  was  very  angry  with  the  man.  He  could  hardly  be¬ 
lieve  what  be  had  heard.  He  confronted  the  man  with  his 
sin  of  unforgiveness.  Then  he  passed  judgment.  So,  our 
Lord  confronts  us  with  our  unforgiveness.  So,  he  passes 
judgment.  What  is  that  judgment?  Simply  put,  if  we  don't 
forgive  others  their  wrongs  against  us,  neither  will  our  Lord 
forgive  our  wrongs  against  him.  Verse  35  is  very  explicit. 
Jesus  is  even  more  so  in  Matthew  6:14  and  15. 

Forgiveness  is  not  only  our  gift  to  others.  It  is  a  gift  to 
ourselves.  When  we  forgive  we  remove  from  our  lives  bit¬ 
terness  and  hatred  and  "holding  things”  against  others  be¬ 
cause  God's  kind  of  love  takes  over.  Someone  said,  "We 
pardon  in  the  degree  that  we  love."  Do  we  love  enough  to 
forgive  any  transgression  against  us?  God  does.  He  send  his 
only  begotten  son  to  take  upon  himself  all  the  wrongs  we 
do  against  him  by  dying  for  our  sins  on  the  cross. 

Autry  lives  In  Hickory  Flat,  and  is  a  member  of  Pine 
Grove  Church,  Benton  County. 


In  Chapter  11  Hosea  speaks  in  more  positive  terms.  He 
still  keeps  the  sin  of  Israel  and  their  punishment  in  the 
forefront,  but  he  begins  to  focus  on  the  redeeming  love  of 
God.  We  will  see  him  emphasizing  the  consequences  of 
such  love. 

L  God's  love  for  his  rebellious  people  (11:1-4).  In  a 
way  God’s  love  for  Israel  began  in  his  choosing  and  caring 
for  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob.  His  love  continued  in 
bringing  them  out  of  Egypt  and  making  a  covenant  with 
them.  God  wants  them  to  grow  in  their  relationship  to  him. 
At  the  same  time,  they  have  been  like  a  "prodigal  son”  to 
his  feth-  er.  Israel  has  turned  from  God  to  sacrifice  and 
worship  of  Baal.  However,  God  does  not  leave  them.  He 
continued  to  show  his  love  to  them.  God  had  taught  them 
bow  to  walk,  to  trust,  and  to  obey  him.  They  had  seen  the 
miracles  of  the  Red  Sea  and  Mount  Sinai.  Rebellion  cloud¬ 
ed  their  vision  of  God’s  blessing,  but  he  continued  to  love 
them.  God  repeated  his  acts  of  kindness  so  as  to  weave  and 
bind  Israel’s  heart  to  his. 

The  Lord  does  the  same  for  us.  Like  Israel,  we  disap¬ 
point  him  and  go  our  own  way,  but  he  loves  us  and  makes 
every  effort  to  lead  us  in  a  daily  walk  of  frith.  By  his  love 
we  are  blessed  with  spiritual  nourishment,  so  we  have  the 
power  to  minister  in  a  world  which  is  not  always  favorable 
to  his  message. 

EL  Israel’s  rejection  of  God’s  love  (11:5-7).  Israel  per¬ 
sists  in  rejecting  God’s  love.  There  is  always  a  price  to  pay 
when  we  ignore  the  will  of  God.  Hosea  tells  them  that  they 
will  again  experience  bondage,  but  this  time  it  will  be  from 
Assyria.  Their  land  would  be  captured  because  they  had 
followed  their  own  wisdom  and  greed  rather  than  the  love 
of  God.  Rejection  of  God’s  love  will  eventually  bring 
judgment.  God  does  not  ignore  our  rebellion  and  disobedi¬ 
ence. 

m.  God’s  promise  of  restoration  (11:8-9).  Israel  will 
become  the  captive  of  Assyria,  but  God  promises  to  restore 
them.  His  love  will  find  a  way  to  transform  them  from  re¬ 
bellion  to  obedience.  Hosea  states  that  God  in  his  holiness 
will  find  a  way  to  redeem  them.  Their  sin  demanded  pun¬ 
ishment,  but  his  love  and  grace  would  draw  them  back  in 
repentance  to  trust  and  obey  him.  God’s  purpose  will  be 
fulfilled  in  their  lives  because  he  will  live  in  their  midst  as 
Redeemer.  The  promise  is  also  true  today.  God’s  love  and 
grace  draws  us  back  to  repent  and  confess  our  sins,  and  he 
is  present  in  the  Holy  Spirit  to  empower  us  for  life. 

TV.  God’s  judgment  on  dishonesty  (12:7-9).  The  peo¬ 
ple  of  Hosea’s  day  were  immersed  in  corruption.  It  was  ev¬ 
ident  in  their  goals.  Instead  of  having  a  desire  to  lead  other 
nations  to  God,  they  were  only  concerned  about  becoming 
wealthy  merchants  by  any  means  it  could  be  accomplished. 
Such  action  was  oppressing  the  poor,  and  God  would  not 
tolerate  their  mistreatment  of  people.  In  verse  9,  God 
seems  to  say  his  judgment  will  be  that  he  will  continue  to 
work  with  them  until  ha  has  accomplished  his  purpose.  His 
accomplishment  is  symbolized  in  the  term  "make  them  to 
dwell  in  tabernacles  as  in  the  day  of  the  solemn  feast” 

This  probably  refers  to  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles.  The  peo¬ 
ple  gathered  in  their  booths  around  the  Temple  to  praise 
God  for  the  good  harvest  This  is  a  picture  of  a  restored 
and  purified  people  gathered  to  praise  God  for  his  bounti¬ 
ful  blessings. 

V.  God’s  efforts  to  reclaim  Israel  (12:10-11).  God  re¬ 
minds  them  he  has  used  several  means  to  communicate 
with  them.  Therefore,  they  do  not  have  any  excuse  for 
being  unfaithful.  Sin  is  sin,  whatever  form  it  takes;  and 
God  promises  it  will  not  come  to  a  good  end.  We  are  to  be 
grateful  for  a  God  who  loves  us  in  spite  of  our  sin.  Sin  al¬ 
ways  brings  judgment  but  thank  God  his  grace  is  greater 
than  our  sin.  God’s  desire  is  to  redeem  the  world  from  sin, 
but  we  must  desire  and  accept  his  forgiveness  for  redemp 
tion  to  be  a  reality.  We  do  not  have  an  excuse  because  God 
has  used  every  means  to  communicate  his  love.  All  we 
need  to  do  is  accept  him  upon  his  promise.  He  will  not  fail 
us  because  he  is  faithful  and  true. 

Nestor  is  pastor,  First  Church,  Bruce. 


Uniform 

Entering  God's  kingdom 


A  missionary  in  New  Guinea  returned  after  several  years 
of  service.  His  friend  said  to  him,  "Jones,  tell  me  what  you 
found  at  your  station  in  New  Guinea?” 

"Found!  I  found  something  that  looked  more  hopeless  than 
if  I  had  been  sent  into  the  jungle  to  a  lot  of  tigers.  Those  peo¬ 
ple  were  so  degraded  they  seemed  utterly  devoid  of  moral 
sense.  They  were  worse  than  beasts.” 

"What  did  you  do  for  people  like  that?  Did  you  preach  to 
them?” 

“Preach?  No!  I  lived.  When  I  saw  a  baby  crying,  I  picked  it 
up  and  comforted  it  When  I  saw  a  man  wife  a  broken  leg,  I 
mended  it  When  I  saw  people  in  distress,  I  took  them  in. 
Those  very  same  people  would  ask,  ‘What  are  you  doing  this 
for?’  Then  I  had  my  chance  and  I  preached  the  gospel.” 

“Did  you  succeed?” 

“When  I  left,  I  left  a  church!” 

Our  lesson  this  week  teaches  us  that  we  as  believers  are  to 
foDow  Jesus’  example  of  affirming  the  priority  of  the  people. 

The  pharisees  complained  to  Jesus  that  bis  disciples  were 
gathering  grain  on  the  Sabbath.  Evidently  there  had  been  a 
shortage  of  provisions  for  the  disciples,  for  Jesus  defends 
their  plucking  die  com  ears  and  eating  them  on  die  plea  of 
necessity.  We  might  learn  from  this  to  wait  before  passing 
judgement  until  we  know  all  of  the  details. 

Just  as  the  pharisees  hastily  judged  the  disciples,  we  too 
are  guilty  of  acting  without  thought  or  knowledge  in  judg¬ 
ing  others.  We  should  be  clearly  warned  of  judging  others 
hastily. 

In  our  text  Jesus  uses  an  incident  from  David’s  life  to  de¬ 
fend  his  disciples.  David,  a  man  after  God’s  own  heart,  when 
suffering  in  God’s  cause  and  straitened  for  provisions,  ob¬ 
tained  that  which  was  legal  only  for  the  priest  to  touch. 

We  should  understand  here  that  the  act  itself  was  permitted 
(Deut.  23:25),  but  being  “servile  work,”  which  was  prohibit¬ 
ed  on  die  Sabbath,  it  was  regarded  sinful.  Onoe  again  though, 
as  throughout  his  ministry,  Jesus  shows  the  priority  of  people 
over  any  religious  system. 

Here  Jesus  declares  that  the  Sabbath  was  created  for  peo¬ 
ple’s  benefit,  and  that  he  was  Lord  of  the  Sabbath.  The  very 
fret  that  Christ  proclaimed  himself  Lord  of  the  Sabbath 
should  motivate  each  of  us  to  use  the  Lord’s  day  in  ways 
that  will  honor  Christ 

With  the  pharisees  watching  to  see  what  he  would  do,  Jesus 
healed  a  man’s  withered  hand  on  the  Sabbath.  Jesus  was  cer¬ 
tainly  saying  that  this  man  had  priority  over  a  religious  sys¬ 
tem.  The  healing  also  points  out  the  worth  and  value  of  all 
persons.  Jesus  did  not  procrastinate.  He  moved  quickly  to 
help  this  man  in  need.  We  too  should  see  all  people  as  having 
worth,  and  should  try  to  help  them  when  in  need. 

The  pharisees’  and  the  herodians’  hostile  reaction  to  Jesus’ 
act  of  healing  is  a  reminder  to  each  of  us  that  personal  biases 
easily  cause  us  to  lose  sight  of  the  priority  of  people. 

Let’s  each  today  decide  on  an  action  we  will  take  this  week 
to  affirm  the  priority  of  people,  and  let  us  seek  to  serve  those 
in  need. 

Wnttamson  is  pastor.  Park  Place  Church,  Brandon. 

I-  A  TIME  FOR 

extravagance 


r? 


Mra.  Key  (Mabel  Day)  Woods 
Miss  Mary  Frances  Harper 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  George  Cain 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  J.  P.  White 
Mrs.  Fannie  Peeples 
Ms.  Sandria  L.  Ward 
Mr.  it  Mrs.  Ulmont  T. 

Ammon  Jr. 

Ms.  Phyllis  Davis 

Mrs.  Helen  J.  Dean 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Leiland  Duke 

Mrs.  Aileen  Callaway 

Mrs  0.  H.  Shamblin 

Ms.  Margaret  H.  Smith 

Elizabeth  Smith 

Sue  k  Hettie  Williams 

Ms.  Joni  Lee  Nosser 

Miss  Cecilia  Aarons 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Turner  A.  Brown 

Mrs.  Lois  L.  Criner  ' 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Gerald  T.  Easley 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bill  England 
Ms.  Mary  Fedell 
First  National  Bank  of 
Vicksburg 
Ms.  Vera  K.  Grogan 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  D.  Harris 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mack  Idom 
Ms.  Muriel  Lahatte 
Ms.  Joyce  Raines 
Ms.  Anna  Claire  Gamble 
Mrs.  Paul  H.  Ellsworth 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Roy  L.  McAlum 
Mrs.  C.  W.  McGee 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  E.  E.  Reynolds 
Mrs.  Ernest  W.  Seago 
TE1  SS.  FBC  Vicksburg 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Thomas  Hart 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  E. 

Crowther 
Mr.  John  Wuertz 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Eugene 

Culpepper 

Mr.  Robert  L.  Yarbrough 
Mr.  William  M.  Davis 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Albert  Young 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Hubert  C  Young 
Mrs.  Frank  (Aline  P.)  Young 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Sidney  Pitts 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Carman  Dixon 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Carroll  Kemp 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Carl  Harrison 
Mrs.  Nannie  L.  Youngblood 
Mrs.  Dorothy  M  Clemandot 


Mr.  H.  E.  Bishop 
Forest  Baptist  Church 

William  Bishop 
Adult  Couples  SS,  State 

Boulevard  BC 
Mrs.  Alice  Black 
Brickel]  Insurance 
Mr.  E.  R.  Hines  Jr 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  W.  L.  Wiser 
Mrs.  Alice  Hammond  Black 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dan  McCuUen 
Msr.  a  C.  Black 
Mrs.  Daisy  C.  Stigler 
Mr.  C.  B.  Blaylock 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  E.  L.  Bennett  Jr. 
Mrs.  Sadie  Rae  Boier 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Whiter  P. 

McMurchy 
Rae  Boier 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Clarence  M. 

Triplett 

Mrs.  Bertie  Bolton 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Paul  D.  Allen 
Mr.  Joe  Boose 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Douglas  Aultman 
Mr.  E.  C.  Bowie 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  B.  G.  Alderman 
Mr.  Robert  Jessie  Bpyte 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Harry  Lee  Corban 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  E.  M.  Whitehead 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Fhrar  M.  Truly 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  G.  Griffith 
Mrs.  Guy  Branscome 
Mrs.  Ward  Bashers 
Ralph  Calhoun  Brashier 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Woodrow  Pack 
Jimmy  Brassfietd 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Larry  Franklin 
Mr.  Marion  Braswell 
Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jim  Bratton 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Hammond 
Mr.  Howard  Bridges 
Daniel  ft  Mary  Thompson 
Almarine  Brown 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  E. 

Womack  - 

George  Brown 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  A.  Kidd 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Brown 
Mrs.  Frances  R.  Lester 
Mrs.  Libby  Brown 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  David  Jenkins 
Thomas  Brumbelow 
Men  SS  FBC  Olive  Branch 
Mother  of  Mrs.  O.  T.  Brumfield 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  M.  Guess 
Mrs.  Ada  Rogers  Brumfield 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  G.  G.  Morgan 
Mrs.  Maxine  Brumfield 
Mrs.  Mildred  Colotta 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Bob  McCord 
Mr.  W.  J.  Bulkin.  Sr. 

J.  C.  McWhorter  SS.  Vaiden 


Hillary  Clair  Collins 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Joseph  A.  Rollins 
Mr.  Rober  Coitharp 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Malcolm  W. 
Heard 


Fbrest  Baptist  Church 
Neil  Fountain 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Norman  Fountain 
Jimmy  R.  Freeman 
Ms.  Jeanne  Y  Thpp 
Mr.  Verl  "Buck"  Fullen 
Daniel  ft  Mary  Thompson 
Mr.  R.  H.  Gary 
Mrs.  Eloise  Avery 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  James  E.  Nail 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Werner  Woods 
Mr.  J.  M.  Gather 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Paul  Stanley . 

Mr.  Marvin  Gatlin 
Mr.  ft  Mrs:  John  T.  Drake 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Giles,  Sr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hubert  T. 

Kendrick 

Mr  ft  Mrs  Bob  Stephenson 
John  W.  Gillespie 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dorphus  Wilson 
Mrs.  Eudene  Strain  Gilliland 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  C.  H.  Murphey  Jr. 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  B  G.  Alderman 
Mr.  Hershel  Glaze 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ibm  Glaze 
Rev.  ft  Mrs.  Jewell  8.  Goimon 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  William  L.  Peeler 
Mrs.  Mary  Grady 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  D.  Z.  Long 
James  Gray 
Ms.  Marie  Womack 
Mr.  Bobby  Gray 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Steve  Bozeman 
Mrs.  Mattie  Greer 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Priscilla  Geer 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  M.  Guess 
Alney  Griffin 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  W.  J.  Simmons 
Mrs.  .Annie  Matt  Grimes 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Amos  V  Collins 
Mr.  Gerald  Grisham 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Roy  D.  Hendricks 
Mr.  Him  my  Gunter 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  C.  Polk 
Charles-  Hail 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Harry  K.  Woods 
Mr.  W.  S.  Hammond 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Hammond 


baptist  Children's  Villa 

Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director 

P.  O.  Box  27, 

Clinton,  MS  39MIMM27 
(Ml)  922-2242 


OdieCommer 
Ms.  Inez  R.  McKinion 
Mrs.  Gladys  Conner 
Mrs.  Bryan  D.  Stringer 
Mr.  Ed  C.  Cook 
Mr.  James  M.  Cook 
Mrs.  Ida  Mae  Com 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Earl  Spring 
Mr.  Ibm  Corley 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  B.  G.  Alderman 
Txmmy  Corley 
Phillipston  Baptist  Church 
Beatrice  Cox 
Adult  Couples  SS,  State 
Boulevard  BC 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cox 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  R.  E.  Rodgers 
Roy  Crum  ft  Katherine 
Lehman 

Mrs.  Edith  Rowland 
Mr.  Roy  Cram 
Mrs.  Mary  Lee  Lowry 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Brown 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Billie  Walker  ft 
Fhmily 

Mr.  James  Thomas  Cubley 

Dept,  of  Nursing  Research  ft 
Support 

Mrs.  Ibm  S.  Glenn 
Mrs.  Alvin  E.  Scott 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  George  H. 
Crawford  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Murry  Crump 
Della  Polsgrove  SS  Parkway 
BC,  Tupelo 
Mrs.  Alice  Calpepper 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Gary  Grubbs 
Mr.  Ernest  Currey.  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Eugene  Clark  IV 
Mr.  Robert  Norwood  ' 

Celo  Daniels 

Ms.  Katherine  T.  Collins  ft 
Family 
Hugh  Davis 

Mr.  Thomas  D.  Hendrix 
John  Davis 
Taylor  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Claribel  Davis 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Norman  Breland 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Davit 
Earl  Ray  Webb  SS,  FBC 
Sumrall 

Mrs.  Evelyn  L.  Graham 
Mrs.  Ima  Dawkins 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Amos  V.  Collins 
Mr  ft  Mrs  W.  P  Espey 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Roland  P.  Gough 
Mrs.  Gene  Howell  Dempsey 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Henry  Peebles  Jr. 
Mrs.  Jewel  Wall  Deniey 
Graeber  Brothers,  Inc. 

J.  O.  (Otto)  Dewitt 
Mr.  Charles  Speed 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Walter  L.  Douglas 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Frank  R 
Fortenberry 
Mrs.  Ollie  Douglas 
Mrs  Connley  D.  Moak 
Cordis  Dover.  Sr. 

Crenshaw  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Percy  Dreher 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Harvey  F. 
McCullough 

The  Ed  Chisolm  Family 
The  Jimmy  Gray  Family 
Mr.  Hinto  Duckworth 
Mrs.  Chris  telle  W  Ashely  ft 
Family 

Curtis  Duncan 
Miss  Jean  Graves 
Mr.  Lamar  Dunn 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Bob  Stephenson 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hope¬ 
fully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have 
been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Annie  Staples 
Mrs.  Gladys  Frederick 
TW  Starnes 
Mr.  Milburn  Starnes 
Mrs.  Lois  Statham 
Mrs.  Olive  M.  Rebold 
Mr.  Jack  &  Stewart 
Mrs.  Don  C.  Templeton 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  F.  Williams,  Jr. 
Sue  ft  Hettie  Williams 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  L.  Travis 
Mrs.  Sara  Slichl 
Mr  Webb  A.  Boswell 
Mother  of  Mr.  John  Strange 
Mrs.  Fannie  Peeples 
Mr.  Alton  Stubbs 
Mrs.  Jamie  A.  Cuming  III 
Mrs.  Jinny  Sudduth 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dan  King 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Coker  Suttle 
The  Warrington  Family 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Dutch  Farmer 
Mr  ft  Mrs  W  P  McWilliams 


Dr.  Willard  Waldren 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Glade  Woods 
Mr.  M.  S.  Waldrop 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  L.  Travis 
Mr.  Rodney  S.  Waldrop 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hank  Robison  ft 
Jodi 

Earl  Brewer  Wall 
Mrs.  E.  B  Wall 
Mrs.  Pat  Wall 
Miss  Jean  Graves 
Elizabeth  Walls 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Walter  B.  Moore 
Dr.  Earl  C.  Walsh 
Mrs.  Horace  Baggett 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  J.  V.  Parker  Jr. 
Mrs.  Rufus  P.  Wall  Jr. 

Mrs.  E.  B.  Carpenter 
Mrs.  LeUa  Watt 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Pete  Walker 
Mr.  loren  B.  Ward 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Doyle  Neel  ' 

Mr.  Percy  Wasson 
Mr  ft  Mrs  T  P  Bouler 
Bobby  Watson 
Mrs.  Louise  McCraw 
Mrs.  Bessie  Viola  Weather  bee 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  McPhail 
Mrs.  Frances  R.  Lester 
Mrs.  Nina  Weatherford 
Mrs.  Edna  Johnson 
Joe  It  Weeks 

Mr  ft  Mrs  W.  T  Breland  ft 
Judy 

Mrs.  Clarice  Weeks 
Ms.  Margie  Y.  Tims 
Mrs.  Myrtle  Weeks 
Casciila  Baptist  Church 
Rebecca  Hutto  Weir 
Administrators  of  the  College 
Program 

Faculty  of  ABE  School 
Librarian  at  Parchman 
Ms.  Sue  H.  Strawbridge 
Mrs.  Cora  Wells 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wayne  Dt  Hodge 
Miss  Frances  Pettyjohn 
Karey  Whatley 
Mrs.  Louis  F.  Boteler 
Rev.  Ray  Williams 
The  Murad  Nasif  Family 
Mr.  N.  &  Wilson 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  James  V. 

Whitaker  Jr. 

Mr.  W.  O.  Wilson 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Leon  Long 
Mra.  Audrey  Wimpee 
Mrs  Rea  Stribling  ft  Girls 
Mra.  Betty  Winborae 
Mrs  Fred  E.  Kennedy 
Ellon  ft  Horace  Winstead 
Mrs.  Abel  E.  Keen 
Horace  Winstead 
Mrs.  Janeiro  L.  Cranage 
Mr.  John  Winstead 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Fred  Raine  Jr. 

Mr  ft  Mrs  Bert  Carollo 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Fred  Palmertree 
Mr.  Deberry  Womack 
Mrs.  Bobbie  Farrar 
Mr*.  Glen  (Dot)  Womack 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Huggins 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Hubert  Kendrick 
ft  Holly 

Mrs.  Ireta  Graham 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bob  Stephenson 
Mrs.  Wood 

Mrs.  John  D.  Thomas 
Mrs.  Loyce  Wood 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Roger  R  Johnson 
Mr.  Bryant  Woodruff 


MEMORIALS 
Dec.  1,  1991  - 
Dec..  31,  1991 


Mrs.  Martha  Vada  Rose 
Mrs.  Clayton  E.  Bain 
Mr.  Charlie  Ross 
Dorcas  SS,  Second  BC, 
Greenville 
Mr.  L.  R.  Ross 
Mrs.  Mary  H.  Sherwood 
Mrs.  Mae  Runnels 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Billy  Armstrong 
Mrs.  Jesse  Rye 
Adult  Ladies  SS  *2,  Ingomar 


Shelley  Lynn  Sanderfur 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  Sandefur 
John  Saveli 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dolan  Fleming 
Mr.  Paul  Scarbrough 
Mrs.  Paul  Scarbrough 
Mr.  Roy  (R.  B.)  Schaffer 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Harry  Turner 
Mr.  George  L.  Career 
Mr.  James  A.  Weeks 
Ray  Schmidt 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  George 
McClintock 
Mr.  Leroy  Scott 
Mrs.  R.  L.  Youngblood 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ernest  C.  Scruggs 
Dr  Rebecca  Sue  Legge 
Mr.  J.  L.  Sewerd 
Glad  Hands  SS.  Prentiss  BC 
Doug  Shoemaker 
Ms.  Peggy  B.  Bass 
Chester  Simmons 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Brewer  Hamilton 
Mrs.  Jewel  Simmons 
Mrs.  Eunice  S.  Kennedy 
Mrs.  Sybal  Simmons 
Mrs.  Helen  Crain 
Ernest  B.  Sinclair 
Antioch  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Bert  Sinclair 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Troy  Hall 
Mr.  Slay 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Harris  B.  Peyton 
Mrs.  Loyce  Slay 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Malcolm  E. 
Curran 

Amanda  Ruth  Slocum 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Calvin  Smith  Sr. 
Bernice  Elizabeth  Rnbe  Smith 
Ms.  Marguerite  Vance 
Eldon  ft  Dorcas  Smith 
Rev.  ft  Mrs.  James  A.  Case 
Frank  Smith 
Ladies  II  SS.  Hurley  BC 
Mr.  Rosa  Smith 
Rev  ft  Mrs.  Wilburn 
Matthews 
Mrs.  Aliby  Smith 
Rev.  ft  Mrs.  James  A.  Case 
Mrs.  Allen  Smith 
Mrs.  Alyce  R.  Clark 
Mrs.  Hallie  Smith 
Mrs.  G.  F  Koen 
Mrs.  TVnsie  Smith 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Frank  H.  Jones 
Roderick  Smith 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Edward  E.  Smith 
Mr.  Herman  Snyder 
Adult  I  SS,  Hillcrest  BC,  New 
Albany 


Mrs.  Myrtle  Swearingen 
Mrs.  Johnnie  Bussey 
Mr.  Robert  R.  SwiUenberg 
Mrs.  Roy  R  Fowles 
Mr.  Jim  Q.  Tatum.  Sr. 

Mrs.  Jimmie  T.  Callicoat 
Mrs.  Grace  L.  Ihtum 
Mrs.  Bertha  Taiom 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bob  Stephenson 
Christian  Taylor 
Ms  Martha  Beavers 
Michelle  ft  Carrie  Beavers 
Effle  Taylor 
Mrs.  Edie  Williams 
Mr.  Joe  Taylor 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Shawn  McKee 
Mr.  Charles  V.  Thomas 
Mrs.  Charles  V.  Thomas  ft 
Kevin 

Mrs.  F loyce  Thomas 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  W.  M.  Sheppard 
Mrs.  Henry  Henderson  Thomas 
Mrs.  Hattie  Choate 
Mr.  Josephine  Thomas 
Mr  ft  Mrs  W  E  Womack 
Ray  Thomas 

Mr  ft  Mrs  Bill  Breithaupt  ft 
Family 

Allen  TVtmpkins 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  W  E  Womack 
Mr.  Norris  Townsend 
Mrs.  Edna  Johnson 
Raleigh  N.  Ibwnsend 
Ms.  Patsy  Clanton 
Mbs  Nettie  Ree  Traylor 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Pat  H.  Shivers 


(To  be  continued) 


HONORS 


Mrs.  Sudie  Pearl  Baldwin 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lon  D.  Pepper  Sr 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Raymond  Barker 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Dean 
Ms.  Avo  Boatright 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Lewis  G.  Sewell 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mike  Burchfield 
Mrs.  Nell  Williams 
April  ft  Mitch  Childs 
Mrs  Joe  Litton 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Perry  Claxton 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lon  D.  Pepepr  Sr 
Patricia  Dillon 
Mrs.  Lavera  Ward 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Elvin  Earnest 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  David  Jenkins 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Daniel  Fowler 
Dr  #Mrs.  W.  D.  Austin 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jim  C.  Gordon 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Dean 
Mrs.  Elma  Gregory 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Fred  D.  Evans  Jr. 
Mr.  Walter  B.  HaHberg.  Jr. 
Gibson  Memorial  Methodist 
Church 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Hill 

Mr  ft  Mrs  Fred  D.  Evans  Jr 
Mrs.  Bess  HUb 
Alathean  SS  Collins  BC 
Brian  ft  Tara  Litton 
Mrs.  Joe  Litton 
Kelli  ft  Cole  Litton 
Mrs.  Joe  Litton 
Albert  E.  Mattox 
Mr  Jack  Roster 
Mrs.  Lillian  Moore 
Mrs  Mary  S.  Upton 
Mr.  Paul  Nunnery 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Lon  D.  Pepper  Sr 
Mr.  Fred  Page 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Fred  D.  Evans  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Roby  Prrvost 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Fred  D.  Evans  Jr. 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Brown  Ryle.  Sr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Fred  D.  Evans  Jr. 
Staff  of  Baldwin-Lee  Funeral 
Home 

Mr  Charles  Benton 


A  Friend 

Mr.  Charles  J.  Jackson 
Gene  Adcock 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Charles  L. 
Robinson 

Margaret  M.  Albritton 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Travis  Johnson 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  W.  H.  Alderman 
Dora  Day  Group,  FBC  Magee 
Mrs.  Jessie  Aldridge 
Daniel  ft  Mary  Thompson 
Mamie  Frances  Allen 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Warren 
Strickland 

Mbs  Annie  Elizabeth  Anderson 
Shuqualak  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Thd  Skipper 


Mrs.  W.  J.  Bufkin.  Sr. 

Ms  Mamie  K.  Welch 
Mr.  Thomas  H.  Bufkin 
Mrs.  Edna  B  Henning  ton 
Mr.  Dick  Burney 
Mrs.  Carolyn  B.  Guynes  ft 
Family 

Ms.  Betty  C.  Jones 
Mr.  William  Borns 
Mens  SS  Bethany  BC 
William  Burns 
Mrs.  S.  M.  Dowdle 
Mrs.  Susie  Buse 
.  Mrs.  James  F.  Johnson  ft 
Sons 

Mrs.  Wesley  A.  Caldwell 
Alansoa  ft  Lob  Turn  bough 
Mrs.  B.  H.  Campbell 
Mrs.  P.  H.  Brown 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ronald  E.  Carlyle 
Mra.  Bob  bye  Jo  Caraway 
Mrs.  Mary  Ashmore 
Mrs.  Judy  A.  Mulanax 
Mr.  Claude  Carr 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  Grayson 
ft  Angie 

Mrs.  J.  W.  (Wood)  Carraway 
Mr  Charles  Speed 
Mrs.  Hannah  Case 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  E.  M.  Whitehead 
Mrs.  Mattie  Lee  Cate 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  F. 
Freeman 

Mr.  William  Jack  Childre* 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  R.  E.  Rodgers 
Mbs  Haiel  Chtaholm 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  Batsel 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  W.  M.  Mann 
Mrs  James  W.  Campbell 
Miss  Frances  French 
Mr.  Gary  Chittom 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Miller  Bush 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Herman  L. 

Dungan  Jr. 

Buford  Ashley 
Ms.  Julia  Mullins 
Mr.  Bob  Ashley 
Mrs.  Mary  Nell  Beall 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Steve  Bozeman 
Mr.  Robert  A.  Ashley 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  H.  C.  Newman  Sr. 
Mrs.  Ruby  A  Sherman 
Mr.  H.  P.  Ales 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  B  R.  Taylor 
Mr.  Burl  Aultman 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  P.  Kelly 
Mrs.  Bernice  Baddley 
Mrs.  Loub  F  Boteler 
Mrs.  Gay  Bailey,  Sr. 

Dr.  ft  Mrs  Eddie  Johnson 
Mr.  Willie  Eugene  Bailey 
Mr.  James  W.  Gartin  Jr. 
Mother  of  Mrs.  Jim  Ballard 
Ms.  Annie  Ruth  Martin 
Mra.  Elsie  S.  Bardwell 
Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  E  While 
Charles  C.  Barnett 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bill  Barbee 
Mrs.  Gladys  Barth 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  H.  E.  Dawkins 
Julietta  "Jewell"  Beard 


Archie  Fortenberry  SS,  FBC 
Brookhaven 

Mrs.  Joseph  A.  Hendrix 
Mr.  Richard  Junkin 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  E.  Spring 
Sandra  Truhitt 
Ms.  Inez  R.  McKinion 
Elizabeth  Hill  Truitt 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Marian  Truitt 
Emory  Baptist  Church 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  C.  G.  Cryder 
Rev.  H.  E.  Tuck 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Stan  Majuro 
Mrs.  Inea  Tullos 
Mrs.  Andy  N.  Hisscax 

Tommy  Turnage 
Bernice  Dulaney 
Mrs.  Nadine  Phillips 
Mrs.  Loube  Turnips  red 


Mrs.  Mack  V.  Furlow 
Annie  L.  Ervin 
Mrs.  C.  F  Hollingsworth 
Mr.  Chester  Etheridge 
Mrs.  David  Jones 
Mr.  George  Etheridge 
Mrs.  Sue  G.  Mitchell 
Mrs.  Sarah  Farrbh 
Mrs.  David  Jones 
Mr.  Gerald  Farve 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  M.  Guess 
Mr.  Fred  Fielder.  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Don  R.  Baker 
Mr.  Fred  Lee  Fielder.  Jr. 

Mrs  Frank  Shawbioaky 
Mrs  Nancy  Thte 
Mr  ft  Mrs  BiU  Wright 
Mr.  William  Henry  Fincher.  Ill 


Mt  ft  Mr*.  Bert.  Carollo 


Hit.  Aiinrey  a  .  Men 


Mr.  ft  Mra.  Fred  Palmertree 
Mr.  A.  J.  Twiner.  Sr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Richard  White 
Mrs.  Madge  Van  Kanel 
Mrs.  John  D.  Thomas 
Mr.  John  Vorkles 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Leroy  Thomas 
Mrs.  CaUe  Wackier 
Ms  Thelma  S  Wilburn 


Eloise  Crosstoy  SS.  FBC 
Columbus 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hoyt  Tup  man 
Mr  ft  Mra.  David  Jenkins 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bob  Wrining 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  David  Jenkins 
Mrs.  Hilda  Ybuag 
Mrs.  Ward  Bashers 


Mr.  ft  Mrs  Carroll  Holloway 
Mr.  Leonard  Fleming 
Si  loam  Baptist  Church 
Sr.  Adult  SS,  Siloam  BC. 
Meadville 

Mrs.  Helen  C.  Creed 
Mrs.  Newman  Flowers 
Ms.  Julia  Mullins 


Mr.  Calvin  B.  Bennett 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Keith  Garland 
Mbs  Bessie  L.  Berry 
Ms.  Rita  L.  Easley 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  J.  H.  Noble  ft 
Diane 

Jamea  Harold  Bevtll 
Mr  ft  Mrs  A.  X  Davb 


Southerland  Jr 

Mr.  Martin  Spiers 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Tbmmy  Smith 
Mr.  Dub  Sprokes 
Adult  III  SS,  FBC 
Brookhaven 
Beatrice  Standard 
Mrs.  Margaret  M  Gully 


Paul  Sanderfordk  SS. 
Pinelake  BC 
Mr  Odetie  Cochran 
Mr  Charles  Speed 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Clifton  Mobley 
Mr.  Layd  Cockerham 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles 
Sanderson 


Herbert  Wooten 
Mrs.  Billie  T.  Haley 
Howard  W.  Wright 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Wright 
Ms.  Linda  Wright 
Mrs.  Jewel  Wright 
Mr  ft  Mrs  L.  K  Bell 
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Bulgarians  rejoice  over  land  gift 

Bulgarian  Baptists  are  rejoicing  these  days  over  a  great  gift  The  city  council  has 
given  them  a  choice  piece  of  property  in  the  capital  city  of  Sofia.  They,  in  turn,  have 
developed  a  courageous  plan  which  includes  a  school,  a  church,  and  a  Bible  school. 
In  the  picture,  two  Bulgarian  leaders.  Baptist  Union  President  Theo  Angelow  (right) 
and  Union  General  Secretary  Boshidar  Igoff  (center)  proudly  show  the  first  architects' 
design  for  the  new  complex  to  Baptist  World  Alliance  President  Knud  Wumpelmann. 
(EBPS  photo  by  Stanley  Crabb) 


Committee  OKs  lifting 
fetal-tissue  moratorium 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  — .  A  Senate 
committee  has  approved  legislation 
lifting  a  White  House-supported  ban 
on  federal  funding  of  transplantation 
research  using  fetal  tissue  from  in¬ 
duced  abortions. 

The  Labor  and  Human  Resources 
Committee,  chaired  by  Sen.  Edward 
Kennedy,  D.-Mass.,  voted,  13-4,  Feb.  5 
in  favor  of  a  National  Institutes  of 
Health  reauthorization  bill  permitting 
federal  funding  of  experimental  fetal- 
tissue  transplantation  and 
establishing  government  guidelines 
for  such  research. 

The  bill  also  prevents  the  secretary 
of  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Services  from  blocking  fund¬ 
ing  for  human  sexuality  surveys 
unless  an  advisory  board  agrees.  In 
July,  HHS  Secretary  Louis  Sullivan 
canceled  a  graphic,  $18  million  sex¬ 
uality  survey  of  junior-  and  senior- 
high  students. 

The  bill  (H.R.  2507)  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  July. 

President  George  Bush  has 
threatened  to  veto  legislation  lifting 
the  ban. 

“We  are  distressed  that  the  Senate 
Labor  and  Human  Resources  Com¬ 
mittee  has  taken  this  action,”  said 


Professor  offers  suggestions 
on  reaching  baby  boomers 


James  A.  Smith,  Southern  Baptist 
Christian  Life  Commission  director  of 
government  relations. 

“There  is  an  enormous  distortion  of 
the  truth  concerning  this  issue.  Sen. 
Kennedy  and  Rep.  Waxman  would 
have  Americans  believe  that  fetal 
tissue  will  definitely  cure  a  host  of 
diseases.  Furthermore,  they  suggest 
the  federal  government  cannot  or  will 
not  take  action  to  address  these 
diseases.  This  is  simply  false 

“We  commend  Sen.  Hatch  for 
demonstrating  that  pro-lifers  do  care 
about  people  who  suffer  by  offering  an 
amendment  to  encourage  ethical 
research  using  fetal  tissue  and  the 
development  of  cell  lines,”  Smith  said. 

"The  fact  that  Sen.  Kennedy  and  the 
other  members  who  are  in  favor  of 
lifting  the  moratorium  would  reject 
this  compromise  clearly  shows  that 
they  have  no  regard  for  the  ethical 
dilemma  created  by  some  fetal-tissue 
research  or  for  the  value  and  sancti¬ 
ty  of  human  life.” 

Messengers  to  the  1991  meeting  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  ap¬ 
proved  a  resolution  on  the  sanctity  of 
human  life  supporting  the 
moratorium. 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  To  reach 
baby  boomers,  churches  will  have  to 
wake  up  to  boomers’  specific  needs. 
Chuck  Kelley  told  participants  in  a  re¬ 
cent  “Reaching  Baby  Boomers”  con¬ 
ference  at  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

The  seminary’s  associate  professor 
of  evangelism  said  ministers  cannot 
expect  boomers  to  attend  church 
because  of  loyalty  to  their  parents’ 
religion,  the  nature  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion,  a  lack  of  anything  to  do,  proximi¬ 
ty,  or  even  the  fact  that  it  is  Sunday. 

Most  boomers  have  different  stan¬ 
dards  than  their  parents,  Kelley  said. 
Many  would  rather  give  money  than 
their  time  because  their  time  is 
precious  to  them.  They  look  for  quali¬ 
ty  in  a  worship  service  to  justify  mak¬ 
ing  time  to  go.  Whereas  many  boomer 
parents  were  committed  to  their 
religion  “through  thick  and  thin,” 
boomers  tend  to  evaluate  the  worth  of 
the  worship  experience  in  deciding 
whether  to  be  faithful. 

Born  between  1946  and  1964, 
boomers  have  enjoyed  experience- 
oriented  entertainment  not  related  to 
the  socio-economics  of  their  families, 
mainly  because  of  televisions,  theme 
parks,  and  other  easily  accessible 
forms  of  amusement. 

Brought  up  on  Christmas  lists  and 
family  vacations  with  parents  who 
“pour  out  everything”  on  their  kids, 
boomers  generally  have  great  ex  pec 
tations  for  fulfillment  in  life.  But, 
Kelley  said,  experts  have  predicted 
they  will  be  the  first  generation  who 
will  have  less  than  their  parents  at 
death. 

Many  boomers  also  suffer  from 
dysfunctional  family  systems  brought 
on  by  divorces,  child  abuse,  and  other 
problems.  An  estimated  50%  of  their 


children  will  live  with  a  single  parent 
by  the  time  they  graduate  from  high 
school. 

The  rapid  changes  in  society  during 
the  boomer  era  have  caused  them  to 
be  non-committed  to  personal  rela¬ 
tionships,  churches,  or  political  par¬ 
ties,  Kelley  continued.  “Baby  boomers 
are  frustrated  with  their  options,”  he 
said,  “and  their  expectations  are  not 
being  met.” 

Also,  boomers  are  looking  for  mar¬ 
riage  helps,  such  as  workshops  on 
divorce  recovery,  keeping  marriages 
together,  money  management,  or  find¬ 
ing  joy  in  the  midst  of  stress. 

They  prefer  a  transcendent  form  of 
worship,  with  dynamic  preaching, 
dynamic  music,  and  dynamic  people 
“Boomers  enjoy  upbeat  music,” 
Kelley  said,  “and  after  listening  to 
pros  all  week  (on  radio  and  TV),  they 
expect  the  best.” 

Churches  also  need  to  provide 
answers  to  their  questions,  especial¬ 
ly  in  areas  where  they  are  hurting. 

“Boomers  like  to  experience 
things,”  Kelley  said.  “Don’t  just  talk 
about  missions;  offer  them  mission 
trips  ...  or  other  mission  projects 
they  can  get  involved  in.” 

Furthermore,  because  many  must 
dress  up  all  week  for  their  jobs,  some 
may  be  looking  for  a  church  that 
allows  informality  in  attire. 

However,  a  church’s  first  step  to 
reach  boomers  is  to  educate  its 
leaders  to  boomer  needs  through 
workshops  and  conferences.  Second, 
a  personal,  church,  and  community 
assessment  should  be  done,  asking 
questions  about  gifts,  abilities.  God’s 
calling,  and  likes  and  dislikes. 

Third,  churches  should  offer  alter¬ 


natives  such  as  a  “come  as  you  are” 
event  or  a  Saturday  evening  service 
in  addition  to  the  church’s  normal 
activities. 

But  there  are  dangers  which  should 
be  avoided  as  churches  move  to  reach 
boomers.  First,  “Don’t  let  your  church 
be  seduced  into  thinking  baby 
boomers  are  the  end  of  the  church’s 
trouble.  Baby  boomers  are  people.  As 
a  group,  they  ’re  exciting,  young,  op¬ 
timistic,  but  they  have  lots  of  prob¬ 
lems  as  well,”  Kelley  said. 

\  Second,  beware  of  the  pace  of  ac¬ 
celeration  ;  moving  too  fast  could  hurt 
some  people,  he  said. 

Third,  churches  may  need  to  deal 
with  new  questions  such  as  leadership 
roles  for  divorced  people,  marital 
problems,  drug  abuse,  or  wife  or  child 
abuse. 

Last,  because  boomers  ‘don’t  like  to 
hear  doctrine,”  ministers  may  tend  to 
say  what  they  think  boomers  want  to 
hear  rather  than  offering  biblical 
instruction. 

The  boomer  generation  makes 
population’s  line  of  history  look  “like 
a  python  that  swallowed  a  pig,”  Kelley 
said,  because  they  far  outnumber 
their  neighboring  generations.  As  a 
result,  “they’ve  been  pitched  to  com¬ 
mercially  all  their  lives  and  are  used 
to  being  the  center  of  attention.” 

“Baby  boomers  are  and  will  be  the 
most  educated  generation  in  history,” 
Kelley  said,  even  though  only  25% 
have  graduated  from  college. 
“Because  of  a  higher  degree  of  educa¬ 
tion,  there  is  a  higher  totaroice  for  the 
beliefs,  lifestyles,  and  cultures  of 
others.”  However,  if  baby  boomers  are 
to  be  reached  today,  he  said,  churches 
must  be  willing  to  meet  their  needs. 


Bread  for  the  World  asks  Southern 

*  •  %  .  •  • 

Baptists  to  join  funding  campaign 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Bread  for 
the  World,  a  Christian  advocacy  group 
dealing  with  hunger  issues,  is  asking 
Southern  Baptists  to  help  influence 
Congress  to  increase  funding  for  three 
government  programs  aimed  at 
needy  children. 

The  Washington-based  organization 
is  encouraging  Southern  Baptists  and 
other  religious  groups  to  participate 
in  an  “Every  Fifth  Child”  Offering  of 
Letters  campaign  to  enlarge  budget 
allocations  for  Head  Start,  the  Job 
Corps,  and  the  Special  Supplemental 
Food  Program  for  Women,  Infants, 
and  Children  (WIC). 

In  an  offering  of  letters,  a  church  in¬ 
vites  its  members  to  write  letters  to 


By  Tbm  Strode 

their  senators  and  representative  urg¬ 
ing  support  for  selected  programs. 
Some  churches  ask  their  members  to 
write  the  letters  Sunday  and  place 
them  in  the  offering  plate  as  a  gift  of 
citizenship  before  being  mailed,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Bread  for  the  World. 

One  of  five  children  in  the  United 
States  is  either  hungry  or  at  risk  of 
hunger,  said  David  Beckmann,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Bread  for  the  World. 

“But  now  we  have  a  once-in-a- 
generation  opportunity  to  shift 
resources  that  have  been  lavished  on 
the  Cold  War  into  programs  that  meet 
basic  human  needs,”  Beckmann  said. 

For  information  or  to  order  an  of¬ 
fering  of  letters  kit,  individuals  or 


churches  may  write  Bread  for  the 
World,  Attention:  Katherine  Smith, 
802  Rhode  Island  Ave.,  NE, 
Washington,  DC  20018,  or  call  (202) 
260-0200.  Include  $8  when  ordering  a 
kit. 

Strode  is  director,  media  &  news  in¬ 
formation,  Washington  office,  CLC. 


Haitian  refugees  look  to  churches  for  help  & 

By  Barbara  Denman 


MIAMI  (BP)  -  While  the  federal 
government  is  shipping  back 
thousands  of  Haitian  immigrants  to 
their  homeland,  many  who  have  been 
fed  and  given  shelter  by  Baptiste  m 
South  Florida  have  been  granted  per¬ 
mission  to  enter  the  United  States. 

“The  church  in  this  community  is 
here  to  help  serve  others,”  said  pastor 
Wilner  Maxy,  pastor  of  the  Em¬ 
manuel  Haitian  Church  in  Miami. 
“We  help  everyone  in  need.  We  feel  the 
church  is  the  right  place  to  get 
physical  food  and  spiritual  food.” 

Scores  of  the  newest  Haitian 


refugees  are  joining  fellow  coun¬ 
trymen  in  Miami’s  Little  Haiti  where 
they  are  receiving  food  supplemented 
by  Florida  Baptists’  hunger  funds  and 


church  members.  Others  are  finding 
refuge  in  Homestead,  Fort  Pierce, 
Orlando,  and  Sarasota. 

Miami’s  pastoral  leadership  is 
aware  the  newest  refugees  will  face 
many  problems,  including  high 
unemployment,  language  barriers, 
and  crowded  living  conditions,  Maxy 
noted.  His  church  continues  to  help 
families  who  have  been  in  Miami  for 


at  least  five  years. 

“But  if  they  come  here  they  are  bet¬ 
ter  off  than  in  Haiti,”  Maxy  said. 
“They  can  find  a  church.  They  can 
find  a  frientL” 

Florida  Baptists  historically  have 
responded  when  emigrants  flooded 
their  shores.  In  the  past,  Cubans,  Hai¬ 
tians,  and  Nicaraguans  received  help 
after  immigrating  to  Florida.  Cur¬ 
rently,  state  convention  officials  are 
monitoring  the  Haitian  influx  to  deter¬ 
mine  other  ways  the  churches  can 
supplement  what  is  being  done  by 
government  and  other  religious 


groups. 

Estimates  indicate  as  many  as  3,000 
Haitians  will  be  able  to  qualify  as 
political  refugees,  according  to  Mike 
Pszyk  of  Church  World  Services. 
About  1,000  already  have  entered  the 
States  on  a  90-day  parole  basis,  lb  re¬ 
main,  the  refugees  must  request 
political  asylum  within  90  days,  a 
time-consuming  and  expensive  pro¬ 
cess.  Failure  to  do  so  means  im¬ 
mediate  deportation. 

Denman  is  PR  director,  Florida 
Baptist  Convention. 
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